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^ *■ I 'HE pripcipal defign of the following ef* 
■;■ ■*- fay, is to delineate the charafter of Jc- 
^ iiis Cbrifl, from the fa£b recorded in the'hi- 
N ftory of.hia life. In the exeeutioD of this de- 
3 Jign. it was thought proper to prefix a Ihort 
J account of the exiraprdinaiy interpoiitions of ■ 
5 Providence^ recordfdin.ihe gofpd; in ordei? 
"^ to excite the greater attention to the principal 
fubJeA and defign of the ej9*ay . This is done in 
the firft fe^tion. In the two following fe£li- 
ODS, a particular explication .of the chara£tec 
of Jefus U attempted to be ^ven, from the 
hiftory of his life. Many ufeful obfervations 
have been made, by different writers, on this 
fubjcft; and the feveral virtues and pcrfefti- 
ons, which appeared in the life of Jefus, have 
been marked. But what thefe writers have ob- 
^rved, gives us rather a detail of fcattered, 
though beautiful particulars, than a lingle 
and conne^ed view of the whole chara£ler at 
once. It would appear however fr;6m the re- 
_^ cords of the gofpel, that the charafter of Je- 
--' iiis Chrift was formed, in every part of it, up- 
on the in&uence of one great and leading 
principle : and that the whole tenor of his 
life, proceeding from this influence, was one 
-pnited and coofiAent thing.-r— To give ihift 
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flmple and united vie*, is the defign of what 
is offered in the fecond and third fe^ions. la 
the laft feftion a few gener^ reflexions oa 
the life of Jefus are fubjoincd, which, 'tts 
hoped, will appear to be fufficieotly fupported 
bj the preceding narrative. 

If what is humbly offered to the public iil 
this effay, however far fliort it may fall, of the 
dignity and importance of the fubjeA, fhall in 
any degree, contribute to make the charafter 
and life of Jefus better underftood, and more 
ef^eemed ; or if it {hall induce fonie others, 
who have more leifure and capacity, to da 
greater juftice to the fubjeft, the purpofe of 
the publicatioQ is obcaiacd. 
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AN : 

E S S A Y 

ON THE 

CHARACTER and OFFICE 

O F 

JESUSCHRIST. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT muft be evident at firft view to every one 
vrho looks into the writings of the four £- 
vangeliih, that they have given to the world 
the hiftory of a very extraordinary perfonagc. 
Jefus Chrift whofc life and adions they havis 
left upon record, was in their apprcheniion, 
the Son of God ; ' Had been in the begin- 
* ning with God,' and was fent into this world 
by the fpecial appointment of his Father, oa 
a very important and extraordinary de£gn : 
and Jefus Chrift bimfelf fo foon as he appear- 
ed publickly amongft mankind afinnaed this 
high and facred character, declaring that what 
be taught and did was by his immediate com- 
miiEon and authority. Hence wc arc natural- 
ly led to enquire, what is to be found in the 
kiftory of his life, that is equal to the dignity 
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and importance of this charaAer ; and w; un- 
avoidably cxpeft to meet with fome peculiar 
marks of excellence and merit in the life 
of a perfon whom we are taught to honour 
as the mcJTenger and Son of God, We fliall 
find accordingly in the hlAory of his life, 
fuch a feries of extraordinary events, as fully 
anfwers this natural expeAation, aod marks 
his character in a very flriking atid diftin- 
guiflied manncri 

Thefe extraordinary events were of two 
kinds, 

ift. Such as proceeded more immediately 
from the providence of God, and'were the cf* 
fe£b of an extraordinary interpofition of his 
power. 

2d]y, Such as proceeded more immediately 
from Chrift himfelf, and vere the confeqnen- 
ces of hit own extraordinary wifdoro, power 
and goodne&. 

To thefe two different attefbitions of his 
character, Jefus appear? to have referred, 
when he told the Jews, * * I am one that b£ar 
' witncfs of myfetf, and the Father that fcnt 
' me, bcarcth witiie£i of me," i. e. I attcft the 
truth of my commiffion &am the Father, by 
ihe purity and goodncfk of my life, by the 
trifdomand nBportance oi the dofUiats whidl 
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I teach, and by the mighty works which I per- 
form. The Father sUfo beareth witnefs of mc 
by the marvellous incerpofltioas of his power 
sind providence m mj- behalf. 

It is chieSy propofcd in the fbHowing tSkj, 
to confider thofe events in the hiftory of the 
golpet by which Jefus Chrift bore witnefs of 
farnifelf, and mantfefted the peculiar dignity 
and tmpmtancc of his character: as tbefe how- 
ever were accompanied with fome extraordt* 
nary mterpofitiom of providence, by which hw 
heavenly Father alfo bore witnefs of htm, it 
may not be Improper to prefix % ffaort accotHM 
of them from the records of (he gofpe!. 
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S E C T I O N I. 

Of the extraordinary interpofithns of divine' 
Providence recorded in the b'tfiory of Jefui 
Chrift. 

XTtyH EN God Cent his Son into the world, 
' " be judged it proper to atteft liis divine 
commiffion, and announce the dignity and im- 
portance of his charafter by fomc very extraor- 
dinary appearances of providence. He did not 
indeed diftinguiJh him, or announce his dig- 
nity by any oi thofe outward honours and ad- - 
vantages of life, which are the great obje^s 
of human ambition, and by which the pride 
of man makes him fond to be diftinguifhed. 
Jefus vras fo fax from being honour'd and di- 
ftinguiflied in this manner by bis heavenly 
Father, that be lived erJtirely defticute of all 
the honours and advantages of this. world.' 
He had not, as he fays himfelf, ' Where to 
' lay his head;' as his prophet hath exprefled 
it, ' He had no form nor comelinefs ; when 
' men faw him, there was no beauty that they 
Ihould defire him, and therefore he was rc- 
jcfted and defpifed. 

This circumftance however was with great 
propriety adapted to the facred office which 
he was to bear, and the purpofcs for which 
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he came from Qod. He was feat into this 
world with a view to plant the principles of 
virtue, and religious wifdotn in the hearts of 
men ; and to raife them £rom the fenHble and 
temporary enjoyments of this life, to the pur- 
fuit of thofc enjoyments which are of a fpi- 
ritual, religious and immortal nature. But 
the principal obftruftion which Jefus had to 
encounter in the execution of this delign, was 
that ftrong attachment to the intercfts and di- - 
ftinflions of this world, which is deeply root- 
ed in the heart of man. It behoved him thercr 
fore when he came into this world, to fet the ' 
infigni£cance of all its iaierefts and enjoy- 
ments in a proper light. This he did in a 
fiiong and &iking manner by the do&ines 
which he taught ; and ftill more ftrongly by 
the deftitute and low ftate of life in which he 
chofe to make his progrefs through this 
world. Jefiis hereby taught his friends of how 
- fmall account the enjoyments and diftinftions 
of this world were in his efteem ; and from his 
own ex^ple Qiewed them, ' That the life of 
' man confifteth not in the abundance of the 
' things which he pofiefleth.' To this it may 
be added, that the diftindlions of this world 
are of too little importance in the fight of 
God to be chofen by him as the proper marka 
of his regard, or the means by which he would 
.attefttlic honour of his Son. The worthlefleft 
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of mea hare ofncudines tbc greatcfl &arc of 
dicBi, utd die vonhieft of nea have theni 
Icaft is dietr eAeem. &>d, -we maf bdici'e, 
fats nothing great or escdteiit among amiT 
kind, if it if not die imiiKartal Tin»cs and itn- 
jKovcmests of (^ iot&, and the iiamonal 
asd insmKablc dktio&ioDs whidi proceed 
&DBI tlic&. 

fiut altho^fi Jcfns Chrifl poSc&d Done of 
die external boaxmrE and advantages of humaa 
Hfc, he was BCTerthelel5 remarkably hoDOured 
and diflangBiifacd by bis Father ki a difierene 
WAj ; and we stect intkibch extraordinary cx- 
prefiont of regani Irom the providence of 
God, aa the hiftory of his H&. as nxuft give us 
a very hi^ idea of tke digoiiy aod merit of 
hifdutra^n Tbcfc I proceed to mention. 

Od this part of die fub>c£): « may be of nib 
to divide the hiftooy of Jtdiis into ihc foIloTT 
iag peciods. 

■ft. The peiiod a£ his iofuicy asd cbild^ 
Ikood, when lie made Us £r& appeacaacc ia 
thii world. 

2d, The penod of ftus ^bUc Tnwriftry. 
3d, The period of bis laft foiferiags asd 
Aeac^. And, 

4iih, T^t period which &Dceeded to his 

death tin he faaUy departed from tbb wiarld. 

ift, Lee ms take a vior of Ac ti^ancyand 

diSdlibeil of the Lord Jc&s Cbiift, and s^ 
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fcrve by what extraordmarr appearances he 
vas then diftinguifhcd by divine FrovideacCt- 
anddcclared tobethe Soaof God, A paticAt 
and candid reader will not be furprifed, if die 
manner in which he was conceived andbrought 
into the world is mentioned in the firll place ;* 
and the rather that this extraordinary circum-' 
ftance is To well connected with the fcquel of 
the hiftory, and fo admirably Aiitcd to the 
dignity of him who was declared to be the 
Son of God. ' In the beginning he had been 
* with God;' and when he came into this 
world, he was to be diftinguifhed from the 
whole human race, by being ' Holy, undefilr 
' ed, and fcparate from flnners.' There could 
not therefore be a more proper introduAioa 
to the life of Aich an extraordiqary man, nor 
could any circumftance either more ftrongly 
indicate the honour which in the beginning he 
had with God, or prcf^e his future lono^ 
cence and purity, than tlus extraordinary e- 
vent ; and it may deferve our particular obfer- 
vation, that if it did not happen as recorded by 
the writers of the gofpel, it is impollible to 
conceive how they came to think of it, or to 
devife a circumftance fo admirably fiiited to 
the dignity of the perfon whofe hiftory the;^ 
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have wrote. If it was only a contrivance of 
their own, to dignify the fubjeft of their ftory, 
they muft have had a degree of ingenuity and 
art, of which no reafonable man can believe 
they were polTelTed. 

After Jefus had been brought into tha 
world in this manner, his firft appearance up-' 
on earth was diftinguiflied by fome lingular 
intcrpo0tions from the providence of God. 
* An unufual ftar was fcen by fome eaftem 
Magi, by which they underftood that the 
king of the Jews, who was expected about' 
that time by the whole Jewilh nation, agree-' 
ably to the prophecies prefervcd in their facred' 
records, was born in Judea ; and by thiatnar-" 
■vellous' appearance in the heavens, they were 
condufled to the place of his nativity. 

t Much about the fame lime, fome fimplc 
fhepherds waiting on their Hocks in the ad- 
jacent fields, were aftonifhed at the aj^ear- 
ance of an extraordinary light which fhone- 
from heaven, and of one of the glorious mi- 
nifters of God, who informed them ihat the 
Saviour of the world was then born at Beth- 
lehem ; directed them where and how they. 
Ihould difcovcr him, and foretold that this e-i 
vent Ihould be the fource of joy to all the q%^ 

* MM. U.I. t Lnkeii. 8. 
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tioos of the world t after which they heard a 
multimde of the heavenly hoft praifing God 
on account of this event. 

To thefc marvellous events, are to be joined 
the description of his character and office, 
which was given by the angel to the Virgin 
Mary-|-, the prophecy of Zacharias concern- 
ing Jefus:|:, die anthems that were fung by 
Mary and Elizabeth on the promifc of the an* 
gelj, the revelation that was made to Anna 
and Simon in the temple, and the tranfport with 
which that holy man received the inlunt Sa- 
viour into his arms, and difcourfed of him to 
thofe who were worihipping in the temple.** 
By thefc events the nativity of Jcfus Chrift, 
and the firft appearance which he made a- 
mong mankind, were diftinguiflied with pecu- 
liar marks of honour from the providence of 
God. In other refpefts the circumftances of 
-his birth were but mean, and fuch as tend- 
ed rather to create contempt. His parents 
■were obfcure and indigent; they were not 
able to procure for their infant child any bet- 
ter accommodation than is given to the cattle 
-of the field; and were, foon after he was 
bom, obliged to fly with him into a foreigii 
-country in order to prcferve his life. But a- 
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midft thofc circumilances of indigeBce ind 
meanDcfs, proceeding from the ignorance or 
wickcdnefs of men, he vras didinguifbed bf 
his lieavenly Fxther with the highclt marks of 
honour and eftcem. Ttie great laws of nature 
and providence were changed, to introduce 
him to this world with a becoming honour 
and folemnity ; and the mioifters of God were 
fent from heaven to announce his dignity. 

In this manner happened the nativity of Je- 
fus Chrift : and it may not be improper to re- 
mark OD this period of his hiilory ; that the 
circnmftances with which it was accompanied, 
were with great propriety adapted to die two 
different ftates in which he was afterwards to 
appear. He was, firft, as the teacher, and the 
Saviour of the world, to humble and abalb 
himfclf) and to CvScr an ignominious and 
painful death. Hb prophet had foretold, that 
he ihould be a * ' Man of forrows and ac;< 
' quainted with griefa ;' and he himfelf de- 
clares, f ' That he came not to be miniftred un-- 

* to, but to minifter, and to give his life a ran- 
' Ibm for many.' He was likcwife to appear 
in a very high and elevated fiation, as the an- 
gel had declared at bis nativity : :[: ' He wax 

* to be great, and to be called the Son of the 
' Higheft ; add the Lord God was to give him 

* Ifudiim.3. tua.sx.tt. t I.akei.31. 
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' thetfarooeof bii£uherI>iTid:' aodtacon-. 
feqiKOce of hie vohintaiy hmniliatioQ of him- 
lelf, t ' Ood wu highif to exalt faim, and to 
' give liim a name above evaj name, that at 
' the name of j«A» every knee flioold bow, 

* of things Id li^rea, and things on eaith, 
' and things under the earth; and chat every 
' voogne &ouid con£e& that Jefnt Chrift it 

* Lord, to tlie glory of God the Father.' 

Tint mcio and die honourable circnmftaa-i 
pea of hie birth, were agreeable to thcfc two 
different oppearvKcs, which Jelbs was aftcr-> 
wards to make. The firft prefaged his ap* 
preaching ignoininy and diArefs; and the 
laft, * the glory that (bcmld fblknr.' 

After Je&s had made his firft a{qieanince 
upon canli in the manner above related, he 
IiTcd in retirement and oblcurity, till he wat 
about tlurty yean of age, and then entered 
on his puUic mioiftry. This was the ftcond 
period of faif hiAory, in which it was propof- 
ed to xiention the maiks of honour with 
vrhich he was diftingniflird by the providence 
of God. 

The firft circumftaDce of this nature, was 
the prophecy and miaiflry of John the Bap- 
tjfi. TU* fingular, and holy man, was lent 
befoce him as his oieflcDgcr, to di'paie the 

S FUl. 1. 9. 
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Jews to receive him as the promifed Meffiah; 
and by his miniftiy a very lingular atteftation 
was given to the dignity of Jefiis. The mira- 
cuious prediAion that was made to Zacharias* 
and EUzabeth, * of the birth of John, and of 
the office which he was to bear, together with 
the extraordinary circumdances in which be 
was brought into the world, were evidently 
intended by the providence of God, to mark 
the dignity of Jefus, whofe meflenger be was 
declared to be: and when he came of age, 
the muiner of his life, and the doArine which 
lie taught, no lefs remarkably contributed to 
this effeft. He was not indeed diftinguiifae4 
by the pomp of an ambaiTador from an earthr- 
ly prince; but more agreeably to the nature 
of his office, and that of the Meffiah before 
whom he was fent, he diftinguilhed himfelf, 
by the wifdom and importance of his in- 
Aruftions, and by the uncommon purity 
and virtue of bis manners, The external cii> 
cumftances of his Life were exceedingly, con- 
temptible, t He relided in a wildemefs, and 
had litde better food, cloathing, or accommo* 
dation than the cattle of the field ; but he was 
fo eminendy diftinguifhed by the piety and 
purity of his life, that in fpite of the ftrong^ 
eft prejudice, be commanded the uoiverfal 

\ Luke i, II. t MihiUti. 
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Tcneration of the Jewifli nation ; and \ 
made Herod, a debauched, licentious prince, 
reverence his charafter, and hear his inftnic- 
tions gladly. Agreeably to this, he did not 
labour to introduce Jefus to the city, and 
people of Jerufalem, in the pompous manner 
that an earthly prince is introduced into his 
kingdom, but he attempted a more arduous 
and honourable thing. He laboured to pro- 
cure their efteem of his fuperior dignity and 
virtue, their fubmiJIion and obedience to hie 
laws, and their acceptance of him as the Son 
of God and Saviour of the world, in fpite 
of that peculiar and ftrong averCon to him 
which he forefaw they would conceive on ac- 
count of his poverty and meannefs, the &m* 
plicity of his manners, and the purity of his 
doftrine ; * ' He prepared his way, and made 

* ftraight his paths, by filling up every valley; 

• by levelling every mountain,' i. e. by opening 
a paffagc into the hearts of men, through eve- 
ry prciodiCe, and every paiHon that oppofed 
him, ' That all men might fee the falvation of 
' God." 

While John the bapti{l was thus employed 
in the duties of his office, Jelus himfclf be- 
gan his public miniflry. The £rft thing that 
occurs in this period of his hiftory, is a &v-. 

f Maikvi.io, • Lakcui.4. t 
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galar cxpreffion of his humility, accompaokd 
whh K Angular expreffioa of regard from his 
hcsTCnly father. Jefiis bad come with the reft 
oi the Jews to receire the baptifm of Johoj 
The ba^idft Imotring that he was the Chrift, 
at £rft refofed to do this office tor him ; dc* 
claring that Jefos conM receive no advantage 
from his baptifm, but that be himfetf ftood in 
need of the baptHm of Jcfus. When Jefus 
ncrertbelcfs, inHftcd that it was a proper thing ; 
and that he was refolTcd to Jbew by his ex' 
ample, a fithable regard to every (M-dinance 
of God, John confcnced to adminifleF the fa- 
crcd inftitution; and during the admioiftrad' 
on, God was pleafed to give a very fingulai' 
atteftatlon to the dignity of Jeftis, -j- * Lo tfatf 
' heavens were <^ned to hnn, and he Caw the 

* Sjnrit of God dcfcending like a dove, and 
' lighting upon htm, and lo ! a voice from 

* heaven £i^ng, This is my beloved Son in 
' whom I am well ptcafed.' This remarkable 
interpofition of the providence of God, at the 
opeiung (^ his pubfic miniftry, very natural- 
ly fucceeded thofe remarkable interpbfitiont 
which had happened about the time of his na- 
tmty : and they as naturally preceded the tcH' 
lowing remailcablc events which happened hi 
the prc^cfs of his hiflory. 

t Mat. iii, i«. 



OF JESUS CHRIST. I5 

Daring the continuance of his public mini- 
ftry, wc meet with few extraordinary intcrpo- 
fitions from the providence of God ; and the 
reafon probably was this ; that the dignity and 
importance of his character, was in that period, 
iiifficiently declared in a different manner, viz. 
by the extraordinary wifdom of hb inftruAi- 
ons, and the extraordinary works of power 
which he performed. By tbcfc Jcfus ' bore wit- 
• nefs of himfelf.' When he firlt appeared on 
earth, it was in circnmftances of indigence, 
meanncfs and contempt : God therefore judg- 
ed it proper to atteft his dignity at that period 
in the manner we have feen. "When he fuffered 
on the crols, and was buried in the grave, he 
appeared in circumftances of fl ill greater ntean- 
ncfs and contempt ; therefore the Hke extraor- 
dinary atteftations were given by the providence 
of God, as we fhall have occasion to obferve 
in the fequel of this elTay. But during the pe- 
riod of his public miniftry, Jefus by his extra- 
ordinary wifdom, and his mighty worics, ' bore 
' witnefsofhimfelf:'onthisaccoant, it is pro- 
bable, we meet with fewer atteftations of bis 
dignity InHn Providence, in this period of his 
life. 

There are however fome inftances of du9 
kind which deferve our notice ; fuch as, 

tft, His transfiguration on the mount in 
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the prefence of three of his difciples. *The 
change that was made upoo the figure and ap- 
pearance of his body, for ' His face did fhine 
' as the fun, and his raiment was white as 
' light;' the prefence of Mofesand Elias who. 
attended him as his minifters ; the TOice which 
proceeded from the cloud, announcing him 
to be the Son of God in whom the Father- 
was pleafed, and that men Ihould therefore 
hear him : thefe extraordinary events fuffici- 
cntly declared that Jefus was the meflengcr- 
and Son of God ; that his office was fuperior 
to that of Mofcs and the prophets; and that 
all preceeding revelations were to give place, 
and to receive their full accompliOiment ia 
the meflage which he brought from God.. 
The apoftle Peter hath accordingly referred 
to this occurrence in the hiftory of Jefus, as 
one of the moll remarkable atteftations ofj 
his glory. "| ' We were eye witnefles of his' 
' majefty, for he received from God the Fa- 
' thcr, honour and glory, when there came 
'. fuch a voice to him from the excellent glory, - 
' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well ■ 
' pleafed. And this voice which came from 
' heaven we heard when we were with h'"' in . 
* the holy mount,' 
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2dlj, A circumftance of the like nature is 
recorded by St. John.f Jefus on a near pro- 
fpe£t of his laft fuScrings, and of his death up- 
on the crofs, had fignified in the prefencc of 
his friends, that his foul was troubled, and 
that he wi£hed (if it were polSblc) to be deli- 
vered from the melancholy profpcft ; but that 
Dcverthelefs he was willing, nay dcfirous, that 
in all events the name of his heavenly Father 
ihould be glorified : on this a voice proceeded 
from the heavens in anfwer to his prayer, ' I - 
' have glorified my name, and will glorify it 
* again.' Then Jefus told his friends, that 
this voice was heard, not on his account, 
but theirs ; the reafon probably of which e- 
vent was this ; the friends of Jefus were at 
that time very much aflonifhed and difireiled, 
when they obferved the trouble and deprcf- 
lion of his fpirit, and began to apprehend that 
he was foon to undergo fomc extraordinary 
humiliation and diftrefs, in place of that ex- 
ternal dominion and authority which they had 
been looking for : and Jefus knew ihey would 
be ftill more aftonifhed and diftrelTcd when 
a little after this, they ihould fee him wicked- 
ly betrayed, and put to a difbonourable and 
mifcrable death. This appearance therefore 
of the providence of God, was made with 

, . L'.oo^k 
+ Johniii. t7> 
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great propriety, and with great companion td 
the &ieads of Jcfus, Whofe faith and confi> 
denct might have altogether failed, had they 
not been at that time fupported by this fin* 
|;ular evetit. 

We are next to confidcr the third period 
vhich waj marked in the hiftory of Jeius, 
viz. That Of hii lalt fuSerlngs and death upon 
the crofi. If it be confidered that Jelus waS 
to fufier an ignominious and painful death 
tjpon the crofs, and there, as he himfelf ex- 
prelTes it, ' To give his life a ranfom for ma- 
' ny ;' it will not be expef^d that the provi- 
dmce of God fliould at this period remark- 
ably interpole in his behalf. It behoved him, 
then to fuffer all that ignominy and diftrefs, 
which was necelTary to accomplifli the pur- 
Jiofes tjf Providence in appointing faim to fuf- 
fer as the propitiation for the fins of men, and . 
to give his life a raiifom for the world. Hence 
Jefus Called this period the • hour and power 
lof darknefs, and accounted thereby for tht 
(itevailing influence and triumph of his ad- 
verTarks. f He was at that time to fuSer* From 

* Herod and Pontius Pilate* with the Gen* 

* tiles and the people of Ifrael gathered wge- 
' ther, whatfoever the hand and the council 
' of God had dt^termincd before to be done.' 

* Loke xili. J 
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NcTcrthelcfs even In this hoar of dirknefs fc- 
veral extraordinary ioterpofitions were inad« 
by the providence of God to atteft the digni- 
ty of him, who ignominioufly fuffercd and 
died upon the crofg. The fun was marvel- 
louHy eclipled, and the earth was darkened, 
the vail of the temple rent, the earth trem- 
bled, the rocks burll, fepulchres were opened, 
and fcvcral of the faints arofe and went into 
Jerufalcm. By thefe events God intended to 
declare, that Jefus notwithdanding hii pre- 
fent ignominy and diftrefs, was a perfon of the 
highcft dignity; that he was the melTcngcr 
and Son of God, as be himfelf had lignificd. 
The captain of the guard who attended the 
execution did accordingly obferve thefe ftrange 
events with a ferious furprife, J faying, ' Tru- 
* ly this was the Son of God;' and many o- 
tfacrs § ' fmote upon their brcafts,' in token of 
their aftonifhmenl and anguifh at the fight. 

During the period we arc now confidering, 
two very lingular atteflations of a different 
kind were given to the innocence and dignity 
of Jcius, which though they don't ftriftly 
come within the plan of this e0ay, do how- 
ever merit our attention in this place ; I mean 
the atteftations which were given by Judas, 
by whom Jefus was betrayed j and by Pilate, 

f Mu. zzni. 14. § Uikezuii.fl, 
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by ^hom he was condemned. There is fom^i 
thing exceedingly remarkable in each of them, 
Judas had been a conftant wimefs and com- 
panion of our Saviour's life, and a preacher 
of his gofpcl. By him neverthelefs Jcfus was 
betrayed into the hands of thofc who waited 
for a proper opportunity of apprehending 
him, and putting him to death. This treat- 
ment from one of his particular confidents 
and friends, behoved at firft to have a moft un- 
favourable influence upon his chara^er, and 
to confirm the prejudices of his countrymen 
againft him as a wicked and designing man : 
and undoubtedly had there been any marks of 
artifice or wickednefs in the life of Jefus, Ju* 
das would have readily and joyfully proclaim- 
ed them, with a view to juHify himfelf. The 
fecret therefore, if there had been any in the 
cafe, would have now come out, and his ene- 
mies have had it in their power to baffle all 
his projects. But this was fo far from being 
the confequence of Judas' perfidy, that by its 
means a very fingular teftimony was given to 
his mailers innocence and dignity. Judas was 
unable to recoiled a fingle inftance of iniqui- 
ty or artifice in the conduft and deligns of Je- 
fus : nay the fimpUcity and virtue of his life 
appeared to him on recolleftion in fo ftrong 
a light, that the remembrance of bis guilt 
and t^afenefs in betraying him, pierced his 
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confcience with infuSerable anguifh. * He re- 
turned the price for which he had betrayed 
him, declared in the moft public manner his 
own bafenefs and injuftice inbetraying him; 
and in order to get rid of his intolerable an- 
guish and rcmorfc went and hanged bimfclf. 

Something llmilar to this happened in the 
behaviour of his judge, f Pontius Filate after 
he had examined and converfed with Jefus, 
and had heard all the evidence againft him 
which his accufers were able to produce, ju- 
dicially and folemnly declared his opinion of 
his innocence, and employed his utmoft in- 
fluence and art to prevail with his accufers to 
confent to his releafe : nor could he be brought 
to condemn him, till X he faw from the ^ftiouf- 
nefs and tumults of the populace that his own 
fafety and authority might be in danger by 
prefcrving him ; and when he was in this man- 
ner, conftrained to condemn him to be cruci- 
fied, he added to the fentence a weak fuper- 
Aitious attempt to transfer the infamy and 
guilt of putting him to death, from himfelf to 
his accufers, ' He took water and wafhed his 
' hands before the multitude, faying, I am in- 
' nocent of the blood of this juft perfon ; fee ' 
"ye to it.' 

This is perhaps one of the moft lingular oc- 

* U2t. xxrii. 3. f LukexxlLi. I], j Hat. xxvii. >4. 
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cuirences in hiftory. A judge from the bench 
of jul^ke pubiickly declares the inaocence of 
the man whom he publickly condemns. Pi- 
lace, one would think, might have at leaft 
feigned a conviftion of his guilt, in order to 
conceal his own injuftice ; and in any other 
cafe a prudent man would have aAed in this 
manner. But he had, it would appear, fuch a 
ftrong conviction of the innocence of Jefus, 
and fuch a deep impreflion of his dignity, 
that (though an artful man) he was not in the 
prefent cafe, able to refrain from declaring in 
a public and judicial manner, bis convi£lion 
of his innocence and dignity, at the very time 
that he publickly and judicially condemned 
him to be crucified. 

We are now come to the laft period in th« 
hiftory of Jefus, viz. That which fuccecded to 
his death, till he fmally departed from this 
iTorld and returned unto his Father. 

The grave is the laft ftage of human weafc- 
nefs, wherein all the pride and glory of this 
world links into difgrace. But how ignomini- 
ous foever in the ufual courfe of nature, it 
was the fcene of honour to the Lord Jefu; 
Chrift ; for it was the place of his gloriotis re- 
furreflion. Hence the prophet Ifaiah propbc- 
fying of his refurrefUon, fsys, * ' His left 

. * Uuh U. I*. 
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* IbaU be glorious :' and ihe apoftle Paul, f 

• He was declared lo be the Son of God 
' with power by the rofurrc^on from the 
' dead.* This event indeed with the cir* 
cumflaitces with which it was accompanied, 
declared him to be the Son of God, with a 
very convincing evidence. When the difciplet 
faw him and conver(ed with him after he had 
ijfen from the grave, when he ailured them 
that he had been ratfcd by the mighty power 
of God, to the end that his innocence and 
dignity, and the tnith of the golpel might be 
fully afcertained ; it was impofllble for them 
not to be (Convinced, that he was the mefien- 
ger an4 Son of God, as he had from the be^ 
ginning declared himfelf to be. 

If we add to the event itfelf the clrcumftan- 
ces with which it was accompanied, it becomes 
a ftill ftronger demonftratioo of his innocence 
and dignity. The refurreftion was in confe- 
quence of his own promife and prediAion ta 
his friends, and after he had informed them, 
that he would put the deci&on of his caufe on 
the truth of this eTent. It happened too in 
oppofition to the moft artful and fircnuous 
precautions of his enemies, t They had or- 
dered a ftone, a fesd, and a guard of foldiers to 
t)e fet upon the fepulchre in order to prevent 

t aon,i.4. § M«t. xzrli. f[», '- 

B 4 
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a fraud: and theCc precautions, no doubt, 
would have been effefhial, had Jefus been a 
deceiver of the people; but they were but 
weak expedients when employed againft the 
wifdom and the power of God. Inftead of an- 
iVering their fboliCh and malicious delign, 
they remarkably confirmed the truth of tliat 
event, which they were intended cither to 
prevent, or to conceal. * Add the earthquake 
with which the refurreclion was accompanied, 
the prefence of the angels who rolled away 
the ilone and fat upon the fepuichre ; and the 
aftonilhment of the foldiers, when they faw 
their glorious appearance, Thefe circumftan- 
ces made the reAirreAion of Jefus frotn the 
dead fo much the more authentic and decifive 
evidence of his being the Son of Cod. 

Jefus having continued with his friends for 
a conlidcrable time after his rcfurreftion from 
the dead, afcended in a vilible manner in thcip 
prefence to the Father, f ' And he led them 
' out as far as Bethany, and he lift up his 
' hands and bleifed them. And it came to 
' pafs as he blefled them, he was parted from 
' them, and carried up to heaven. J And 
' while they looked ftedfaftly toward heaven,^ 
' as he went up, behold, two men flood bjlT 
* them in white apparel ; which alfo faid, ^ 

* Mat,xxvui,a. f l.nlwxuv.50. { A£tsi.io. 
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' men of Galilee, why fland ye gazing up in- 

* to heaven ? this fame Jefus, which is taken 

* up from you Into heaven, Ihall fo come in 

* like manner as ye have feen him go into 
' heaven. And they worfliipped him, and re- 
' turned to Jerufalem wiih great joy,' His 
final departure from the world in this cxtra> 
ordinary manner, was probably direfted by 
the providence of God, with a view to give 
his friends the itioft fcnltble, and convincing 
demonftration of his total conqtieft over 
death, and that he had the power of railing 
them to everlafting life. By this event was re- 
markably confirmed the truth of what he had 
declared to his difciples, * ' That it was the 

* will of him that fent him, that every one 

* who feeth the Son, and believeth on him, 

* may have everlafting life, and that he would 
' raife him up at the laft day. That he came 
' forth from the Father, and was come into 
' the world ; and that again he would leave the 

* world, and go to the Father," 

Jefus had come into the world in a very 
-Afferent manner fi:om what the reft of the 
foDs of Adam do. It was not by the original 
condition and law of his exiftence, but by his 
own v<duntary choice, upon a fpecial emer- 
:gency, and to ferve an extraordinary purpo^ 

• Johnri. +0. sTi.a9> 
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in the providence of God ; therefore after ha 
)iad fervcd the purpofe of his comiag to the 
irorld, he returned immediacelfi and in an 
extraordinary manner, unto God, from whom 
he came. By his leaving the world in this 
manner, he was no leis remarkably diftin- 
guiihed from the reft of mankind, than he 
had been by the manner in which he had come 
into it; and by each of thefe events be was 
declared to be the Son of God. 

The extraordinary circumftances which 
accompanied this event, add to its figoifi- 
cance ; fuch as the * appearance of the angels 
JO the difcjples who were prefent, and the 
voice which procec4ed from the clouds de> 
daring him to be theperfon, who Ihould come 
again from heaven in the fame glorious man- 
ner, to be the judge of all the earth. Hereby, 
^ere the friend; of Jeius fufficiently aSiired, 
Xhat he was approved by God in every thing 
which he had faid and done, and was there- 
fore readmitted with honour into the heaven- 
ly world, t They accordingly after his afcen- 
fion ' Worflii^'cd him, j^d returned to Jeru-; 
' falem with great joy,* 

Thefe were the ntraordinary interpofitiooB 
of Providence, by which Jefus was declared 
to be the meflenger uid Son of God : wd tlU; 
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fbllowiDg ot^erratton may be made oq this 
part of the facrcd biftory ; that if Jefus is fup- 
pofcd to be the perfon whom be is ddcribed 
to be in the hiftory of the gofpel ; (and furcly 
DO one can fay it was impoiEble for fuch a 
pcrfoQ to exift, or to come into this world) 
if he is the only ' ficgottcD, and eternal Son 
1 of God ;' if he came into this world by an 
immediate commiiSon from the Father, to 
enlighten, purify, and redeem the human 
race, if mens reception of him as the Son of 
Go<l, and their obedience to the gofpel, be of 
fuch importance to ibeir virtue and happinefs, 
u they are there defcribed to be ; from all this 
it is natural to infer, that the extraordinary 
(3.&S which have been mentioned, are not da 
unlikely, or fo difficult to be believed, as their 
marvellous, and extraordinary nature would 
ai, firft fight lead us to conceive. The unufual 
nature of thefc events, and their being fo dif- 
ferent from what happens in the ordinary 
courfe of things, gives them an improbable 
appearance, and with Ibme peribns totally 
deftroys ifaeir credibility. But it ought to be 
toniidea'ed, that in the hiftory of fuch a per* 
fon as Jefus is defcribed to be, they are pro< 
baUc evCBti, and inch as we might naturally 
expc& to meet with in the records of his life. 
Their inqtrobsUlity is removed by the pecu 
liar ataun&aaces of the rafr. Tlic appeai 
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ibce of fuch an extraordinary melTeDger from 
God, behoved to be declared in fome Angu- 
lar and extraordinary manner by his provi- 
dence : and it will puzzle any man to imagine 
in ivhat more fignificant and certain manner 
this could have been done, than by the mar- 
vellous events which have been mentioned: 
- nor will it be eafy to avoid the following al- 
ternative, cither to affirm that it was impof- 
fible for fuch a perfon, as Jefus is dcfcribed to 
be, to have exilled, and to have come into 
this world ; or to aUow, that the marvellous 
events recorded in the gofpel were the pro- 
bable eSefls of his appearance, and fuch as 
we might expeft to £nd in the hiftory of bis 
life. 

It may be added to the preceding obferva- 
tion, that it is exceedingly improbable, and 
difficult to be believed, that the writers of the 
gofpel could of themfeives have invented fuch 
a feries of events, fo admirably fuited to the 
character and office of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
ftiU more improbable, that they could have 
dared to appeal to the knowledge of the pu- 
blic for the truth of thefe events ; and moft of 
all improbable, that on this appeal, they could 
have made one, not to fay innumerable con- 
verts to the gofpel, had not the evidence o£ 
their truth been entirely inconteftable ; efpeci- 
ally when it is coniidcred tlut the writers of tlic 
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gol]>el had to combat all thofc principles in 
the haman mind, that oppofc in the ftrong- 
ttt manner, the belief of every religious inno* 
vation. 
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SECTION It, 

Of the difcovery -which Jefut gave of hit xharae- 
ter, and office, by the miracles •which he 
•wrought. 

t TN the following part of this eflay, we are 
X to confidcr thofc marks of dignity and 
merit in the Lord Jefus Chnft, vljich pro- 
ceeded more immediately from himfelf, and 
were the cffefts of his own extraordinary wif- 
dom, power and goodnefs. By the events al- 
ready mentioned, the Father ' bore witnefs of 
' him.' By thofe which we are now to men- 
tion, ' he bore witnefs of himfelf,' 

As God did not mark the dignity of his 
Sod by the external honours and difttn^ions 
of this world, fo Jefus Chrift himfelf did not 
choofe to be diftinguiflied, or to mark the' 
merit and importance of his charafter, by any 
of thofc talents and abilities, by which the 
ambition, and the pride of men make them 
fond to be diftinguilhcd, 

Tis by exicnfive fcience or inventions in 
ufeful arts, by skill in politics, or arms, and 
the like accomplifhments, that men ftrivc to 
acquire the admiration of their fellow men, 
and to raife themfelves to dignity and emi- 
lencc ; and in each of thcfe, it muft be own- 
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eS, there is an excellence and merit, whicb 
naturally talks admiration and refpcft. There 
it at the fame timct a dlflerent kind of excel- 
lence, which though Icfs generidly admired; 
delerveE the higheft admiration and efteem, 
viz. that which lies in the virtuous and bbnc 
ToIcDt affeAions of the heart; and which, 
"Without follicitiog the honours and diftin^i^ • 
OQS of die world, is fatisfied with the ftxrcf 
honour and reward which arifcs &om itfclf, 
Thofe virtuous and bencTolcnt afietilons of 
the heart, when they are dirciled by fuffici' 
eni wifdom, and fbpported by fufficient pow- 
er, and are exerted in fome great and cxten- 
five sphere of life, conftimte the higheft ex- 
cellence, and exhibit to our view the moft re- 
Ipeftable and amiable charaAer. 

At the fame time it ought to be obferved; 
that thefe good affcAions of the heart may be 
direAcd ftral applied to two dificrent purpofcs; 
I ft, Hey may lead a man to employ the pow 
er and wilUom of which. he is polKf&d, in 
promoting the exttmal and tempOTMy inte- 
re{ls of mankiifd, arifing from the outward 
ctmTcntencies, OTDmanwbtsof life; or, ^dly, 
They may lead him to prdmoie thofe internal 
said imnutnal interefts ■of men, which are- 
founded on the wifdom, piety and virtue of - 
their hearts. The firft of Aefc witcrefts arc 
^■OBWted by the Itterary, the medumfca!, dw 
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commerGJal, or the political arts of life ; tlic 
latter are promoted by moral, and religious 
inftruftioos, and by virtuous example. "When 
the kind afic^ions of the heart arc dire^ed 
and applied to the laft of thcfe ends, they are 
then undoubtedly in the noblcft direflion:- 
and if, under this diredlion, they arc fupport-- 
ed by fufficient power and wifdom, they form 
a chara^er of the lughcft merit and iinpor-- 
tance. 

Now herein Jefus placed the merit of hij 
character ; neglefling thofe inferior kinds of 
excellence which gratify the curiofity and va- 
nity of man, or are Aibfervient only to the 
outward ornament, and happinefs of life ; o- 
verlookiag the diftinflions which arife from 
fcience, eloquence, politics, and arms; he 
chofe to be diftinguifhed only by the piety 
and goodnefs of his heart, and by fuch exer- 
tions of his power and wifdom, as were re-. 
qui£te cither to eofure, or to extend the ef- 
ieOs of his benignity : and the bleiUngs which, 
he laboured to fpread among mankind, wer& 
not the external temporary blei&ngs of this 
life ; but thofe internal and immortal blelEngs 
which proceed from wifdom, piety and vir- 
tue. Itwasthe bu&iefs of hislife, toeftablifh 
upon this foundation, the prefent tranquillity- 
and happinefs of men, and their future, and 
immortal welfare in the kingdom of his Father. . 



OF JESnS CHRIST. 3J 

Tliat this w»s the peculiar excellence and 
merit of his character, will eafily appear from 
the hiftory of his life. The Evangelifts have 
not indeed attempted to give a defcription of 
his charafler, or to draw it in form. No ef- 
fort of this kind appears in the hiftory of the 
gofpel. They have only given a fimple narra- 
tion of the condu^ and tranfaAions of his 
life, and left the world from thence to fona 
their judgment of his charaflcr. When they 
relate his moft deferring and illuftrious ani- 
ons, they do it without any expreffions of 
applaufc, and in the fame calm and artlefs 
manner in which they have recorded the 
leaft important circumftances of his life. 

There feems to be in this refpefl, a fimpli- 
city of manner peculiar to the writers of the 
gofpel; and it gives a ftrong prefumption of 
their candour and fincerity. Hiftorians who 
■write the lives of eminent and illuftrious men, 
(how candid foever in their narratives) are 
not able to conceal their prepofleflions in their 
fevour, or the art which they employ to cm- 
bellilh and exalt the merit of their charailer. 
But a fimple narrative of fafts, without the 
imalleft effort in the writer to cmbelHfti them, 
or to fet them in any other light than what 
they muft appear in, to every one, after they 
arie £mply told, gives a very ftrong prc- 
fumptioo both of the knowledge and veracity 
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of the writer, and that without being heated ; 
or miOed by his own imagination, he hath 
given an unaffected recital of real fa£ts, of ' 
which he had the moft undoubted certainty. 

In order then to afcertain the chara£ler of I 
Jefus Chrift, wc muft enquire into the mca' 
Aires of his condu^, as recorded in the hifto- 
ry of the gofpel : and from thefe we may be 
;^lc to form the moll exa£t and certain judg* 
mentof it; for it is ftrongty markt in every 
circumftance and aflion of his life^ 

There is in every charadter, con£ftent witb 
itietf, fome ruling principle or paflion, which 
^ves it its peculiar diftinftion : and in order 
to perceive the different parts of which it i> 
compofcd, in their proper light, we muft con- 
fider them in their connexion with this ruling 
principle. Attempting in this manner to afcer- 
tain the charafter of Jefns Chrift, it will ap* 
pear from the records of the gofpel, that the 
' ruling principle of his life was a compafiionate 
concern for the miferies of men; efpecially 
thofe &tal and eternal miferies which flow 
from ignorance of God, depravity' and guilt, 
together with an ardent, generous defire to 
reftore them to the oppofite felicity, ari£iig 
from religious wifdom and immortal Ufej a- 
nimated in this delire, by the thought, that by 
promoting thefe important and everkftiog in- 
tercfts of men, he did the «ill of God, and 
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executed the commillioD which was given htm 
by his Father. Prompted by this prmciplc he 
had come into this world. ' He came to feek 

* and five that which was loft ; to miniftci^ 

* and give his life a ranfom for many : to fave 
' his people from their fins : that whofocvef 

* believeth on hiili might not pcrilh, but have 

* cverlafting life :' and having been dttei'miri- 
*d by this motive, to come into the T^orlii, hff 
■iras direfted by its influence in dvery Jnflancc 
of his condu^. This we fhall find' was hiy 
<Iiftinguiflimg and peculiar character, by whica 
ve mnft explain all the particular trarifaifliort* 
of his life, and [rfacc them in their proper 
light. 

Before we attempt to trace the infiuence o^ 
^is principle, in the mealiires of hjs conduct,* 
it may l>c proper to obferve with relation to the 
principle itfeif ; that it equally referred to the 
win of God, and the -happinefi of men ;■ anrf -^ 
Aat Jefus by an equal attention and regard to*' 
each of ihefc, was dircfted in the whole pro- 
ceedings of his life. In all ihofe compaflionatc 
and generous endeavours to promote the virtue 
^nd immortal happinefs of men, in which he 
ipent his life ; we Ihall find him conftandy ex- 
prcffing a devout attention to the will of God, 
and doing good with a peculiar chearfulnefs 
and zeal, because it was the- work which his 
teavenly Father had given him to do. Tbe^. 
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truth of this remark fufficiently appears from 
the records of the gofpel. It is needlefs to ad- 
duce particular palTages In proof of it. The 
reader may only be put in mind of the manner 
in which he began his public miniilry, and iu 
which he refiefled on it, ton'^rds the conclu- 
fion of his life. When he made his firft at- 
tempt to inftruct the people of Jerufalem, he 
informed his friends, • ' That he was then a- 

* bout his Father's bufinefs.' "When near the 
clofc of life, he reflefled on his former con- 
du6t, he addrefled his hcaijenly Father in this 
manner; f ' I have glorified thee on earth, I 

' have fintthed the work which thou gaveft me , 

* to do.' Thus, was the fpirit of devotion and 
humanity, equally exprelTed in the charafter 
and life of Jefus Chrift. — He was indeed the 
moll devout perfon that ever lived upon the 
earth. An affeAionate and ferious fenfe of 
God, and a reverend attention to his provi- 
dence and will, were exprefled in every word 
that proceeded from hb mouth, and in'every 
a£lion of his life. % His frequent retirements 
from the world, to converfe with God in pray- 
er. § The devout addrelTes which he made to 
him by prayer, in the prefence of his friends. 
** The ciihortations which he gave them to 

*Lukcu.4$. f John xvti. 4. tM1t.xIv.13. Maik 
i.3I. Luke T. Id. vi. 11. J M»l. u. »i, Joho xi. 41. 
loi. 11, svii, I. ** Mat. vU. ;. Lake xi, i, niii, i. 
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be frequent and importuiiate in prayer. His 
dire£Hons to make God the fupreme objeA of 
their,* love, their |fear, their f tmft, J his 
perfections the pattern of their imitation; and 
his approbation ** the ultimate and higheft 
aim of all their actions : above all, his pati- 
ent and pcrfcft refignation to the will of God, 
when he fuffered by the order of his provi- 
dence; thefe fiifficiently difcover the devo- 
tion of his character. — Jefus was at the fame 
time a perfon of the moft benevolent and ac- 
tive Ipirit; for he fpent his life in offices of 
mercy, and * went about continually doing 
* good.' 

This remarkable coalition of devotion and • 
Humanity, proceeded from thofe amiable and 
joyful views which he always entertained of the 
gCKKlncfs of his heavenly Father. His devoti- 
on towards him, was all of it an exercife of 
love, proceeding from tlie knowledge of his 
goodnefs, and direAing him to fcrve him, un- 
- der the delightful apprehenlion of a merciful 
and loving Father. From this idea, he per- 
ceived (hat nothing could be fo grateful an ex- 
preffion of his piety to God, as his doing offi- 
ces of mercy towards men, whom he confider- 
ed OS his family and children. By this meanst 

• M>t. xzn. IT- t Luke ^i. 4- t Mo<< *>• *i' 
SHat.T.M. ••Mit.»i. t. ' 
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his plet7 was equally ceo^ved ^in a mopfc- 
i^, f^apcjii rctiiement from t^ wprld] u)<l 
a weak fpperfli^pfis ^ttaduneaji to external 
fqnn^. I)eyotion and hjiHiaquy, coinciding 
in il^ir dif^ates and 4ein^nd£, dire£|^|l him 
Trich eq^al influence, in pjtjj a£t:ioi) pf bfs life i 
apd by that fanv teppr of condu^l, l^y which 
Jie d|4 rhe will of God, he promoted thp im- 
inprt^l intecefts of men. In this light be him- 
felf puis bis chara£ter, and the motive gt hi; 
life. * ' I came dovq from heaven, not to do ■ 
'. mine o^n will, but the will of hipi t}iat fen; 

* me. And this is ti^e Father's will whi'^b fent 

* me, that of all which he hath given me, 1 
' fhould lofe nof hing, but fliould raife if pp a- 
' gain at the laft day. And t^at evpiy ong 
' wt^ict feeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
' ipay hayc eyerlaftiiig life.' This peat cir-; 
cpmftancp compleated the mefit pf }its cba- 
fa^r, aif^ g^ve the viitup of his life, ati c)$-t 
yatjon an4 O^biliiy wl^jcfa no oppolition wa^ . 
aple tp cpptrpl. 

Jp cpnlideripg the ip^uence of this ifflppr? ; 
fant pr}pciple on tlfc p^^^ipulaf tranfa^ions Q§ 
Jefps' hfe, yip are chiefly to atier)fl (p his de- 
portment, di^riog fhp coi^rfe of hie publip mi- 
niftry. His chara^ef ifas not fully m^nifeft- 
ed, tilt he entered on this period of his life, 

• Johnvi. j8. 
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Tbtn were however, a few incidcDts in hia 
hiftory prior to this period, whtch'tnair me- 
rit oor attcDtioo, 

lA, "WhcQ Jeiut was but a child aboiif 
twelve years of age, • he went into the temple, . 
and placing himfelf among the doAors of the 
church, difcQurfcd in fuch a manner on the 
doArinei of religion, as raifed the admiration 
and furprife of all who heard him. From this 
circmnftaDce it appears ; i ft. That Jefus even 
•in the earlier years of his life, pofleJTed the 
fame extraordinary wifdom, which he after> 
wards more fally manifefted in lus riper years, 
adly. That, had it been hb choice he might, 
even at that early period of his life, have ap- 
peared publickly in the world, with diftin- 
guiihed honour and ap^daufe. 

zdif. About the fame time f when his pa- 
rents reprehended him for leaving them with- 
put their knowledge ; though he aflerted hit 
prerogative as the Son of God, yet he fub- 
mittcd to their authority, and lived with thcnt 
in obfcurity apd fervile labour, till lie was a- 
bout thirty years of age. 

This part of his hiftory pves an opening to 
ids character, which merits our attention. la 
that early and a£tive period of life, it was ex« 
tremely fingular in Jeliis, to retire mtooblcuv 
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rit^ and.lervile labour, with the confcioufiiefs 
of, Huch ability and wifdom, as might have 
raifed him to the higheft iofluence among 
mankind. This long and mean retirement, 
Jefus ncvcrthelcfs readily fubmitted to, bc- 
cyfe ' his time was not come;' the period 6x- 
cd by Providence for the commencement of 
Lis miniftry, was not yet arrived. Hereby the 
fupreme and ruling motive of his life, began 
early to appear : and from this circuoiHancc 
of his hiftory, we may draw a ftrong pre- 
fumption of the difintereHednefs and purity 
of his deligns. Had he been directed by inte- 
refted and ambitious motives; or had it been 
his plan, to raife himfelf to external grandeur 
and profperity ; it was a prepofterous andfool- 
ifti choice, to live for thirty years in fervile 
labour and qbfcurity. He fliould have been 
employed in acquiring the advantages of hu- 
man art, and the Icnowledge of the world ; or 
by the difplay of thofe uncommon talents of 
which he was poJTeSed, even in his earlier 
yeai's, opening to himfelf the road to future 
honour and profperity, inftead of working 
■with his hands at the bulinefs of a carpcnttr. 
This circumllance withal difcovers that the 
wifdom and the mighty works, which he af* 
terwards difplayed, were not the acquifitions 
of induftry'and art, but the immediate gifts of 
God. Hence the Jews, not apprifed of his pe- 
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-culiar chara^lA-, very fenfi^ly exprefled tlt«i^ 
wonder and furprife, * ' Whence hath this 
' man this wiidom, and thete mighty works ! 

• Isnotthistbecacpenter'sfonf fHowknow- 
' eth this man letters, having never learned J' 
The-anfwer to thefc queftions was given by 
our Saviour himfclf ; and it is the only fatif- 
^ing account that could be given ; ' My doc- 

* trine is not mine, but his that fent me.' 

Similar to this retirement and obfcurity, 
was the choice which Jcfus made at the begin* 
liing of his public miniftry, of a few illiti;ratc 
and fimple men, to be his particular confi- 
idents and friends, and the publilhers of his 
religion. This was a very ill directed choice, 
if he had the interefts and honours of this 
world in view ; but was perfeftly well fuited 
to .his plan of enlightning the underftan dings, 
andpurifyihg thc'hcarts of men, by thofe re- 
ligious, and moral truths, which are not learn- 
xd by the wifdom of this world, but by the 
.' Dcmohftration of the Spirit, and power of 
- ■* God ;' and which are beft received by the 
.finale and upright in heart, who are not 
fpoilcd by the vdn philofophy anid pride of 
■men. It was probably with areferencc to this 
choice, that he thanked his Father in the 
manner we are told he did, :|: ' I thank thee, 

» H>t. aiu S4^ t John v"!- M- ■ ^ ftW-f^i'- H-- ' 
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• O Father, Lord of hcawn apd eafth, bcs 
' caule thou tuft hid ihefe tlungs from the 

* vife and prudent, aad h^ revealed them to' 
^ babes. Even fo. Father, for. fo it feemed 
' good in thy fight.' 

Haying made thele few remarks on th£ 
earlier periods of our Saviour's life, we are 
now to confider the accoant which is given 
of his public miniftry. 

In this period of his hiftory, two things 
fiiiefly demand Ofir attention. 

ift, The extraordinary works, wluch he i; 
recorded to have done, 

2dly, The more ordinary incidents an^ 
tranfafUoas of his lift. 

Jefijs called himfelf the, meflenger o£ God, 
^nd ailerted, that what he taught, in order tQ 
eftablifh the immortal intercfts of men, wa^ 
by his fpecial appointment and - authority, 
BeHde the cficntial wifdom, and importance 
pf the do^inc which he taught ; it behoved 
him therefore to convince the world of the 
truth of hi| commiffion, and awaken mens at^ 
tention to the meflage which he brought from 
pod, by fome proper credentials, and proof^ 
f>f his authority. Thefe (added to the eztra;- 
prdinary interpofit^ns of the providence of 
God, already mentioned) were the miracle^ 
which be wrought, Aich as his giving eyes to 
0i&1)li|id> Jibing to ihc.dc^t bealth to the 
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(Jtfcsfi^, rwfiw wid Tl'if90iH w Aofe who 
V«# ^priffid e( IJi^Q, tUs calming ttc winds 
and feas, raifing the dead, iind the like. Hov 
§ir tbefo Blighty wofks were » ruffiftent proof 
qf t)i$ diyiM cpijifHtffipn, it IE Dot our prefeoc 
pafpofe parficiflgFly to enquire. It may be 
ffopcr only to eblenre, that our t}eft and moft 
aaniFal aj^rehei^oo? of the providence of 
Gpdi lead us to conclude, that he would ne< 
ver give to any one, a power to do fuch 
qtighty VQrlcs as Jefus did, on B folemn in- 
TOcatiQn of his Bame, and appeal to his au- 
thority; whilft however he had no commiffi- 
QO from him; and whilft the doctrine which 
^e thn$ confirmed by thofe natural marks of 
im ailfboFitf , was a falfliood and impofture. 
Qq this fuppoiitjon, we behoved to think, thai 
the mofcilul cFf ator of the world, inftead of 
hfiRg difpQ^^d %Q pi)lighten and redeem the 
human raca, and lead tbem in the way to c- 
rei^afting llf<3, wa^ dit^tofed to leave them in 
i^l«xtF)EabIp uii^eiH^nty ; nay to fet, to an lm> 
jKtftur? and decpit, what the common fenfe of 
mankind leads them tq receive as the moft m- 
theqfic marlE of his authority. Under the 
power of thia natural apprehenSon, Nicode-< 
mus, a man pf learning and authority among 
th« Jews, addratlbd our Saviour in this fcn-^ 
pie »nd fasdid manner, • ' Rabbi, thpB art 
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* a teacher coin^ ftx>m'God, iw nd man caa 
' do thofe miracles which thou doft, except 

* God be with him.' 

Without entring any farther into the proof 
of Chrift'3 authority, from the miracles which 
he Wrought, it is more particularly to our prc- 
fent purpofe, to take notice of the manner in 
which they were performed, and the end to 
which he directed and applied them. It ap- 
pears from the whole hiftory of the gofpel, 
that Jeliis wrought his mighty works, with 
that fame benevolent and merciful defign, 
which had brought him to this world, and which 
direfted him in all the other tranfa£tions of 
his life, viz. that by the aid of their authority, 
he might ferve the intcrefts of religion and 
virtue in thb world, and cnfure the everlaft- 
ing happinefs of men. No inftance can be gi- 
ven wherein it appears that any of his miraclea 
were wrought to create aftoiiifliment, or toi 
raile an ufelefs admiration of himfelf ; farlefs 
to be an engine of ambition, or eftabliih any 
Ocular intcreft in this world. Jefus by the 
&me power and wifdom, by which he wrought 
his mighty works, might undoubtedly have 
raifed himfelf to the bigheft pitch of influence 
^mong mankind. By that wifdom by which 
' He knew all men, and what was in man ;* 
and by which be forefaw the uncertain and 
remote events of Providence : lie nught have 
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cafily explored the utmoll extent of fcience, 
or penetrated into the deepeft arts of human 
policy. By that power, by nhich he cured 
thofe difeafed and miferable pcrfons, who ap- 
plied to his companion, he might have ealUy 
funnounted every obftacle that could oppole 
the moft afpiring and Immoderate ambition. 
Cut no effort of this kind appears in the life 
of Jeius. He was fully fatisficd with luch ex- 
ertions of lus power and wifdom, as were beft - 
adapted to demonftrate his authority as a 
teacher fent from God, and to convey the 
inftniAions of the gofpel with proper efficacy 
to the heart of man. To this purpofe were all 
the miracles which he wrought dire^tod and 
applied 1 and to their authority, confidered in 
this light, he cpnftantly appealed.* 

The nature of the miracles which Jefus 
brought, gives a further opening to his cha* 
rafter. WhilA they were employed by him as 
means of promotiog mens future and immor- 
- tal happincfs, they at the fame time, promot- 
ed their felicity and comfort in this prefent 
world, and were the moft agreeable expref- 
fions of his mercy to the bodies and lives of 
men. In this light they are considered by the 
apoftlc Peter, f where he obiervcs, that ' Jc- 

'LvkcTii-ip. Johiiz.>MT> tuksT.M. t *^ 
X. 3>. 
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' Iqs Vent about doing good, and healing all 
' that were opprelTcd of the devil.' The Jew^ 
fboliftily infiftcd that Jefus fliotild demon- 
ftrate his authority, by producing ufeleft won- 
licrs in the air, *whlch they called, a Hgn from 
bcavcB ; and fome of his difciptcs with grcat- 
pr folly t dellted him to employ his power in 
deftroying the lives of his oppofers. He ne- 
Terthetefs invariably employed his power in 
doing offices of mercy : and the writers of his 
Hfe obftrve, that as he made a general ap- 
peal to bis miracles, as the proofs of bis di- 
vine commiffion, fo he was induced to worle 
them OD the particular occalions which oc- 
curred, from compaffion on thoTe mil^rablc 
peribn^for whofe immediate benefit and com- 
fort they were done. J 

The miracles ©f Chrift being of focb i be- 
neficial and -liCaftA nattt^S, luittid ibe fpirit of 
his oiBce as titt: SavitHlr df the world, with a 
finguior proprieiy, A( the beginniilg of his 
Biiou^, thcywere the moft agreeable Indicati- 
ons he cDuld'^vc of his merciful diellgns, and 
were juft fiich works of poVer, as Vre might 
aatnraUy expert ftoai a pcrfod ocf his charac- 
ter. He h»d come ftom God with a commil^ 
fion' to favA- tlte: Ithdfr of men, which * had 

* iitt. iH. ]8i \ Luke ir. 14, f Mat. xir. 14- 

XT. j». XX. 34, Mark i. 41, 
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' been loft j' and the mighty works by which 
he ihcwed bis power to execute the gracious 
commiffion.werefuchasfaTcdthelivesofmeiii 
and promoted their fecurity aod comfort in 
this world. They were hereby fitted in an ad-* 
mirable manner, to engage our confidence, za 
well as to raife our admiration ; and at onc<l 
exhibit him to our view, as the powerful, and 
merciful Saviour of this world. la this light 
he put them, to his friends, when tbey dcCr' 
ed him to exert bis power in the punHhrncnc 
of the Samaritans ; * ' Ye know not what 
' manner of fpirit ye are of ; for thtf Son of 
' man is not come to dcftroy mens lives, but 
' to fave them.' In this exertion of his power, 
Jefus copied from the works of God -. ' For 
' what things foercr the Father doth, thefe 
' doth the Son likewife.* The regular and 
ftated (^)erations of the providence of God, 
are equid cxpreffloni of his goodncfs, as of 
his power. If on fome particular occaikras 
he fccmiogly departs £rom this amiable plan, . 
as in earthquaices, peftilences, inundations, 
and the 1^ torriUe events; yet thefe but 
rarely happen, when cmnparfld with the be- 
oeficial influence of Providence ia the uAial 
courlc of nature : aad wff have r«a{ba to be-- 
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lieve, they are ordered with a merciful de- 
£gD of awakening men's attention to the hand! 
of God, when it cannot be done by the gent- 
ler operations of his goodnefs. In like man- 
ner were the miracles which Jefus. wrought, 
equal exprejhons of his goodnefs, as of his 
power. If at any time he appears to have de- 
parted from this plan, it was only, in one or 
two inconsiderable inflances, * in his blafting 
the barren fig-tree, and permitting the devils 
to deftroy the herd of fwtne : and thefe, wc 
have reafou to believe, were done, with the 
merciful deliga of admoniibing the world, tl^t 
he had power to punifh the wickednefs of men, 
when they would not be reclaimed, as he had 
power to pardon and to blefs them, in cafe of 
their repentance, and obedience to the gofpel. 
The miracles of Chrlft, conHdered in this 
light, were withal, the moft natural and pro- 
per fpecimcns, that could be given of that au- 
thority, and influence, which he claimed ai 
the Saviour of the world. They were exerti- 
ons of that fame influence, on the prefent and 
estemal ioterefts of the human nature; which 
he declared himfelf to be pofleiTed of, with re>. 
lation to its future and immortal ioterefts in 
the kiugdom of his Father.— r-Whea he called 

* Mat, viil, »S. Wat.ud..iy. (^;,„)o|J 
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iiimlelf the light of this vorld, fent from 
heaven, to lead mankind to the knowledge of 
the living God, and the conditions of their fu- 
ture happincfs, as the fnbjcfts of his king- 
dom ; he opened their eyes and ears, to lead 
them to the knowledge of the works of God, 
and to enfure their happinefs and comfort in 
this prefentlife : nay reftored to fucli as were 
deprived of il| that reafon, and intelligence, 
which is the diftinguifhing prerogative of the 
human nature, and the necelTary bafis of its 
happinefs. — ^Whcn, by his grace, and truth, he 
offered to purify the hearts of men, and to 
re-cftabliffi the internal virtue and perfection 
o{ their fouls, he cured the moft inveterate dif- 
orders of their bodies. — Whcnhcaflertcdhis 
authority to forgive the fins of men, he deli- 
vered them from the miferies, which had be- 
fallen them as the confequences of their Uns. 
— When he claimed the power of railing up 
his friends to evcriafting life, he raifed up La- 
zarus his friend, and others from the dead, and 
^ofchimfelf, according to his promife, — By 
thefe, and the like extraordinary works (which 
Jcfus wrought at plcafure, and on every pro- 
per occalioo that occurred) he difcovered to 
the world, that he had the fovereign direfti- 
on of all the prefcnt interefls of mankind in 
his hand ; and thereby gave the ftrongeft evi- 
dence, which the nature of the cafe admitted 
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of, that be ira3 Klfo qualified to be the SaxU 
Qur of their fouls; aud was equally difppfisd, 
and able, to enfure their cverlafting intcrcfte 
beyond the grave. ' That all power wa« giTCfl 
' to him ill beavea, and in earth : and that bf 
* bad the worda of crcrlaftiog life.' 
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SECTION UL 

CImfl't iiforal and religUuf chMdSfer mart fof 
ticuUrly emjldered and fxfhintd from the 
Cindu6lofhc3 Kfr, 

HAVING cmMaeA the miracfcff of 
^r^, aj the fifft dtfcovcry which htf 
ga»« of his eliaraftcr and office, as the mrf 
fengtr of GoJ, we are m the next pface, td 
Cbrdider the more ordmary incrdents, and 
rranfeffions of his Bfe. — - la this pait of the 
eBay, it is propofed to enquire more parttcu- 
Iar!y into his moral ami religioiis eharaftcr, 
and with tlws view, to trace throu^ the con- 
daft of his Hfc, the inffucnce of thwt impor- 
tant principle, which, as was ofefcrved In:fcw«, 
garc the pectriiar colour, and drftiniUonr to hti 
charafter. 

Jeftrs lta<ring aflertcd Ws commiffion as the 
(neffcnger of God, began Ms pubBc teaching 
with a folemn exhortation to repentance, or 
that change of mind, Tmhcfot which, he 
knew, impnre and ffnfal creatores, ftrch as 
mm, wonld not be able to attain that happi- 
nefs, and immortality, which it was the pur- 
pofe of his mifiion to this worH, to brinj 
D 2 
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them to. • ' Jefus began to fay, repent, for 
' the kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 

Soon after he had thus opened his commif- 
iion, we arc informed, f that when he went 
about preaching the gofpel of the kingdom, 
' He faw the multitudes, and was moved with 
' companion on them, becaufe they fainted, 
' and were fcattered abroad, as iheep having 

* nolhcphcrd. They fainted,' i.e. they were ig- 
norant of, and unfupported by thofe truths of 
God, which give nourilhment and ftrength, 
and comfort to the foul of man ; ' They were 
' fcattered abroad, as Iheep having no fhep- 

* herd,' i. e, they had no fufficient inflruc- 
^or, to lead them In the way to happiocis 
and immortality. That this was the fenfe of 
thefe cxpreilions, appears from the gofpel of 
St. Mark, J where we arc informed, that be- 
ing thus moved with compaiGon, becaufe the 
people were as fhcep having no Ihcpherd, 
' He therefore taught them many things.' 
This circumftance at the beginning of otir 
Saviour's public miniftry, naturally fuggefts 
the following remarks, 

ift. That the firft and llrongcft point of 
lig&t In which he viewed mankind was that, 
of their being rational and Immortal crca- 

*Mat.iT.ir. tM»t.ix.3«. t Mtrk vi. 34- 
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tTires, capable of moral and religious inftrufti- 
ons, and of attaining bj their influence, to e- 
verlafting life, 

adiy. That viewing them in this point of 
light, the firft emotion which he felt concern- 
ing them, was pity to their fouls ; bccaufe for 
want of moral and religious inllruflions, they 
trere wandering from that rational, virtuous 
and immortal happinefs, for which their na- 
ture was defigned. 

3dly, That as this compaJEon to the fouls 
of men, difcovercd a difpofition that was ex- 
cellent and amiable, in its own nature, fo-it 
fuited with a very great propriety, the purpofc 
of hb coming to this world, and gave a moft 
agreeable indication of what was to be the 
ruling principle and motive of his after life.' 
The Evangelift informs us, • that immediate- 
ly before he had exprelTed his compaffion oa 
the multitude, he had been healing all manner 
of difeafe and ficknefs among them: and ve- 
ty probably the people as they ftood around 
him, were cxprefling their gratitude and joy, 
on the occaiion. This, to any other perfon, 
would have given compleat fatisfaftion and 
delight. Jefus however had too deep an in- 
fight into the interefts of human nature, to 
\>c fatisficd with thefc events. He knew that 

■ Mu.i>.]S. 
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the djfeafes ofthe body, and all tlie Tifible «• 
Luouies of life, were but tiifling, ivhen toja- 
pared with tbofc unfeen and everlafting mi- 
series, whkh arifc from Jgoorance and guilt, 
9r, vrhn he cxUs cfa£ U^s of the immonal 
foul. 

He tacvr that the people whom he law a* 
round him, rejoicisg in tbc efic& of his be* 
QsGccat and roightji' works, and acknowledg- 
ing their obligations to their bcnefajaor, were 
(ireated for enjoymcotf pf a different, and 
ou>re importam nature ; that he himfelf had 
CPine from heaven to lead them to tbefe no- 
bler enjpf mentG ; bwt that they were ft> unfor- 
tuoaie a« not to know, cither the nature of 
that hai^neft for which they were dcfignedj 
or the method of attaining it ; nor had hither- 
to met with any -wife or faithful teacher, to 
conduft them to it.— Jefus bcboldii^ the mul- 
titudes in this uDcommon, but afieOing light, 
bad compaSion on them, fayethe Evangclift, 
(alluding to the teodcrnefs and care of a faith* 
f»I Aepherd) • ' BeeauTe they were as flieep 

* Tlut itmgt would eoay^ * (tronger ^prditnlioH of thm 
lott tf JqCx' wind tetiK Jevt vlw li*til in the Jayi ofihp 
Ev^^ft, tb»n U doo to Bi. The (wftoraJ liie WAHheo in 
grcu honour ;nd cfteem ; ibc richu of ihcir gmtcU nun con-. 
lifted chiefly in thtir flocks, and they pkctd thtir honour mi 
delight in attcrding thtm, and preparing pcoper nourifliment 
■ml pafture toi Uwm. Wtutcrcr tbcnfvo canocnicd the k- 
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' having ao fiiepherd.' He faw them ftraying 
from the path that leads to happiaefs and im- 
monalitjT) entered on the path that leads to e- 
verlafting mifery ; and without any wife and 
faithful monitor to flop them in the fatal pro* 
grefs i viewing them in this afie^ng light, hia 
heart wm moved with a divine compaJEon, 
and therefore he proceeded to the work] for 
irhich he came into this world, ' He t>egaa to 
* teach them many things.' 

The whole fucceeding labours of his life, 
vere agreeable to this beginning of his public 
miniflry. It was his only buimefa and projcfl, 
when he appeared upon the public ftage, that 
by means of his inftruftions and example, men 
might be recovered from ignorance and wick- 
cdnefs, and condufted in the path of piety 
and wifdom, to eternal life. In this bleiTcd 
work, he laboured with a zeal fo peculiar to 

VrcR or fifecf of their ibcki, tScOci ihtm in * vtrj fimCbta 
■nil tender mumer — Viigil In hit firll Edopie, makn Meli- 
boeus fpcak in a very fecUng manner to hit flock, mi much 
in ihe wiy that i tender paient woulJ-iddicft lui chiUcen. 

Jte ncae, ptcal qamidun Mil, ice apcUae, 

Non ego vui poftbtc 

Tht( afleaion of a Diepbcrd to hl> Bock, noft hiTC bem ii| 
antient times, of i mnch mot* lafi aai tender kind, thu we 
can calily conceive, when alluding to it our Savfour could fay, 
Johns. It. 'The good Ihepberd layctb down hit life for the 
•flock.' 

D 4 
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ht^rslf, and difcovered fuch iodiSerence a- 
bout the interefls of this world, fuch a per- 
fect refignatioD, and tranquillity under the 
adveifities of life; and liich invariable benig- 
nity and meeknefs under the higheft provoca- 
tion, from the wickednefs of men, as mark 
his charafter in a very ftriking and diftia- 
guifhed manner. 

The ruling principle of his life, was indeed 
fo prevalent and ftrong, thai in no circum- 
ftance it would admit of any oppoiltion or 
control, either from the weaknefs of huma- 
nity, or the malice of the world. Superior to 
thefc, in the mod difficult and trying circum- 
ftanccs, he proceeded with uninterrupted coii- 
ftancy and goodnefs, to do the will of God, 
and promote the everlafting happinefs of men.' 
In this light let us take a view of Tome of the 
principal tranfaftions of his life. 

In the firft place we may obferve, that 
the ruling principle and motive of his life, 
was totally fuperior to the animal infirmities 
of the human nature, and the Urong necelll* 
ties to which they make us hable. The inter- 
view which he had with the woman of Sama- 
ria, recorded by St, John, • merits our par- 
ticular attention in this light. 

"When Jefus entered on this interview, he 
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had been exhaufted by a tedious and pain^l 
journey through the country of Samarm, and 
had fat down on Jacob's well to red himfelf, . 
andprobably todrinkof thewacer of the well; 
the difciples having gone to buy provifion in 3. 
neighbouring village. The perfon with whom 
he had this interview, was a Samaritan, with 
whom the Jews, from a "national and religious 
antipathy, had no communication; fhc was 
Trithal a perfon of a mean and worthlefs cha- 
raAer, which occalioned the furprife, and dif- 
pleafurc of his difciples, when they found him 
engaged in converfation with her. But none 
of thcfc citcumftances, however difagreeable, 
could prevent his embracing, in an ardent 
manner, the opportunity which was then gi- 
ven him by Providence, of promoting the in- 
Aruf^ion and falvation of immortal fouls. 
The anfwcr which he made to the difciples, 
when they defired him to eat of the provifi- 
ons they had brought, gives a ftrong difcovery 
of the ftate and temper of his mind, • ' I have 
' meat to eat that ye know not of; my meat is 
' to do the will of him that fcnt me, and to 
' finilh his work ;' i. e. nature calls, as ye fup- 
pofc, for fome rcfrefhment and fupport ; but 
I obfcrve a difierent call, and feel a different. 
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and a llronger inclination, even to do the vEU 
of God, by promoting the immortal happi- 
□eftof men : lamconfcious of a pleafure from 
the indulgence of this nobler inclination, fur 
perior to what I can receive from parta^g 
of the food which yc have brought. ' Are 
' there not, (he adds) yet four months, and 
* then Cometh the barveft ? behold^ 1 fay unto 
' you. Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
' fields; for they are white already to the bar* 
' veft ;' i. e. the husbandman rejoiceth in tht 
profpeft of the fruits of barveft, for a confi- 
llerablc time ere the feafon cornea ; I coiiil<- 
der the inftruAion and falvaiion of immortal 
fouls, with the fame attention that the huf> 
landman obfcrves the product of his labour 
through the year : I obferve at prcfcnt, mtny 
ibuls around me, prepared and ready (o re- 
ceive the inftruAions which I brought from 
God : can I overlook this precious opportu- 
liiiy, or attend to any other bufinefs or avo- 
cation upon earth ? — ^Thus, Jefus manifefted 
his concern ' To feek and fave that which was 
' loft.'Thejoywhichheexprefledwhenhefaw 
the multitudes ready to receive the inftrufti- 
pns which he brought from God, exaflly tal- 
lies with the pity which be had cxpre&d, 
when he faw them fainting, fcattered, and 
without a guide : and both equally proceeded 
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from the generous and uniabic principle, 
from which he had been induced to come in* 
to (his world. 

2dly, The ruling principle of Jefus' life, 
was in lite manner totally fuperbr to the 
bigheft provocation he could meet with from 
the ingratiiude and injuflice of the world. £- 
Tery one knows what a ftrong propenfity 
there i$ in human nature, to rcfcnt, and re- 
taliate the injuries we have received, or, at 
kaft, to defift from doing offices of kindncfs 
to thofe who have olfended us, and pcriift in 
the offence. The benignity of Jefus, howe- 
ver. Had (o totally fupprelTed this violent pro- 
penfity, that he not only continued to the end 
pf life, to do the kindefl offices for thofe, who 
malicioufly hated and oppofed him, but con- 
tinued to do them, with the fame pleafure and 
facility, as if no oppofition had been given 
him. — " After he had performed an extraor- 
dinary cure, on a perfon that was blind and 
U«mb, the common people drew a very natu- 
ral conclufion, That he behoved to be the 
Chtifl. But the Pharifees immediately at- 
tempted to pervert this natural judgment of 
the people. They afcribed, with equal igno-: 
ranee and malice, the cure which he had 
wrought, to a confederacy with Satan ; an4 

' Mat. iiii. ti. ■" 
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laboured to make the populace believe, that, 
aided by the power of Satan, he was an in- 
J^ru^ent and promoter of his kingdom. — No- 
thing could be conceived more Tpiteful, or in- 
juft. Had Jefus been diicfted by the felfifli, 
and ambitious motives of the world ; or by 
any other motive, than that of eftabliihing the 
everlafting interefts of men, his patience and 
goodncfs muft have been intircly overcome, 
by this cxceffive malice and ingratitude : and 
from that time, he would have left thefe ma- 
licious and ungrateful men, to the confequen- 
ccs of their wickednefs. — Jeiiis however ftill 
proceeded in his merciful endeavours to en- 
lighten, and reclaim them : meek and gentle 
rcafonings, and a calm appeal to the natural 
and common fenfc of mankind, were all the 
returns- which he oppofed to this provoking 
and malicious abufe. • ' Every kingdom di- 
vided againft itfelf, is brought to deiblation : 
and every houfe divided againft itfelf, {hall 
not ftand. And if Satan caft out Satan, he 
is divided againft himfelf : and if I by Beel- 
zebub caft out devils, by whom do your 
children caft them out? But if I caft out 
devils by the Spirit of God, then the king- 
dom of God is come unto you.* In this re- 
ply, Jefus manifeftcd acompofure and bcnigni* 

* Ma. xii. 14. 
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ty, peculiar to himfelf, and fliewed, that no de- 
gree of oppoGtioQ from the malice, and Ingra- 
titude o£ qieiii was able to furmount the gene- 
rous and ardent zeal, with which he laboured 
to promote their everlafting welfare. • ' He 
' came down from heaven, not to do his own 
' will, but the will of him that fent him.' Had 
Jefus done his own will, and followed the na- 
tural propenlion of the human heart, he 
would have chaftifed this ingratitude and ma- 
lice, by his mighty power. But having come 
from heaven to do the will of God, by pro- 
moting the immortal happinefs of men ; he 
therefore overlooked their utmoft malice and 
ingratitude, and iii fpite of it, proceeded with 
invariable benignity, to do the work for which 
he had been fent Into this world. Many other 
inftancea of the like nature, will be ealily ob- 
ierved by thofe who are actjuainted with the 
hiftory of the gofpel, 

3dly, The ruling principle of Jefus' life, 
was fuperior to all regard for the applaufe, 
or cenfure of the world. This regard is an 
innocent, and ^quently an ufeful principk, 
in the prefent ftaie of human nature. 'Tis 
Qeverthelefs to be acknowledged, that the 
purcft and moft perfeft virtue, is that which 
needs not the fupport or inftigatioa of this 

• Juhn vi. 38. 
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priaciptc, but i« able to fapport and fetisiy 
icfelfy with the lileat afiprobatioit of the con^ 
fcions outid, and of the righteous judge of all 
the exrth, indepeddatit of the eye and appixr- 
batton of the world. * This fuUimc pitch of 
vbtue, Jefus had [>rercribcd to his difctiiles, 
und he fet them an example of it in his 
life. — He wrought his moil beneficent and 
glorious miracles, with a modefty, with a £- 
lencc and rcferve, which difcorered an entire 
todifiereDce about the obferration of the 
wotid; and that bis fole intention in them 
was, to glorify his Father, and promote the 
happinefsof men. Hence it is obferved by the 
EvangelifV, that his behavionr, in this refpeft, 
mnfwei'cd the dcfeription of the Prophet, f ' He 
• (hall not ftrive, nor cry, neither fhall any 
' man bear his voice in the-ftreets,' i. e. he 
ihall not ambttioufij contend for that horrour 
and precedency, which any otber man wOuM 
hare contended for, on the merit of foch be- 
neficent and mighty works. Nay, Jcftre did 
not only overlo<A the honours and applaufcs 
o£thti world, when he was cmpk>yed m doing 
the mofi important ferrices for men ; but did 
them, when he knew, that from the igrto* 
r^ice and prejudices of the world, he would 
incur the public hatred and contempt. 

• Mat. vi. 1.— — t Mat. sii. >^— — . 
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When we do good, fays an antient phi!o- 
fophcr, with a view toadvance our own inte- 
reft and hoBOUr, this does not imply, that 
there is any genuine principle of goodnefs la 
the heart. It is only when we do good, with- 
out any interefted and ambitious defign, and 
when we look for nothing in return. But to 
do good at the expence of our own intereft 
and honour, and with the cert^n foreHght, 
diat our goodnefs will expofe us to hatred and 
contempt ; this evidently fhows, not only that 
we are dlrcflied by a principle of pure difio- 
tcrefted goodnefs, but that this principle is fu' 
perior to all control, — That this fublime idea 
of perfeflion, was realized and exemplified in 
the charaAer of Jefus Chrift, muft appear to 
every one who attentively confiders the hifto- 
ryof his life.— The doftrines which he taught, 
for the inftniftion and reformation of man- 
kind ; and his public remonftrances agafnft 
the reigning fuperftilions and corruptions of 
his country-men, drew upon him the fevercft 
perfecution and reproach. The perfons too 
with whom be chofe ofteneft to converfe, 
becaufe they principally needed his inftm^- 
ons, or were beft difpofed to receive tlwm, to- 
tally deftroyed the reputation of his virtue, 
and made him to be hated as ' the friend of 
' publicans and finners.' Jefus neverihelefs 
proceeded with the fame benignity, as if no 
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fuch oppoiidoD, or difcouragement had oc- 
curred. 

Under this head alio, may be ranked thofc 
beautiful expreffions of humility, that are re- 
corded in the life of Jefus. The pride of hu- 
man nature ufually difpofes men to flight fuch 
offices of mercy, as may be thought below their 
ftatton ; and which for that reafon tend to di- 
ininilh the external deference andrcgard which 
is paid them in fociety. But the overflowing 
goodnefs of the blcQed Jefua, was total- 
ly fuperior to every conlideration of this nz- 
ture. With as much readinefs and pleafure 
he performed thofe offices of mercy, which 
were likely to be defpifed as below his atten- 
tion and regard, as thofc which were likely to 
procure the moft extenCve approbation.— 
Thus, when travelling from JeFicho to Jcru- 
falem, • he flopped his journey, called for the 
two blind perfons who were begging.alms up- 
on the road, and by a miracle cured them of 
their bUndncfs, though the multitude, who at 
that time attended him, had rebuked them for 
calling upon Jefus ; deeming them below his 
notice and regard. — From the fame humble 
condefcending goodnefs, f he took the little 
children which had been brought to him, in 
his arms, and blelTed them, and from their 

* Mit». JO. t Mat. lix. 1].-^ 
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fimpliciiy and innocence, (aught the doCtrinc 
of humility ; though the difciples had rebuk- 
ed the perfons who had brought them, think- 
ing them below the notice of (heir mafter. — ■ 
* The fame temper of mind moft remarkably 
appeared, when he vafhed his difciples feet. 
This was deemed the meaneft office of do- 
mefticlife, Nevenhelefs, Jefusdid this office 
for his difciples, as an example of that humble 
condefcending goodnefs, with which he would 
have them behave amongft themfelves; de- 
claring, that if he who was their Lord and 
Mafter, fiibmittcd to this humble office,' 
much more ought they to condefcend to the 
humbleft offices of goodnefs towards one an* 
other. 

4thl7, The piety and goodnefs of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, having for its objeft, the mofl: 
important and extenCve interefts of human 
nature, was therefore totally fuperior to all 
thofc narrower principles of goodnefs, which' 
are fo natural, and To powerful in the mind of 
man. A fond attachment to our country, to 
our relatives or friends, are innocent and lau- 
dable, under proper limitations ; but extremely 
apt to exceed their proper bounds, and to mif- 
Icad the minds of men from a due regard to 
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«lQF<ex^nfir« and important obligations I nift 
iqftny of the errort 4ad iitiquitiec of life, prOr^ 
c««4 from th«ir e»«fs ; aiv) of(en tqo> among 
thoff vhoareofthebeftdifpofedpatuTQi;. If^ 
pflcfon, ^lerefore, wlulft h? fliow* all bf?ppi. 
las tQndernels and rwQbility, iq thf; a^n 
tiei of lifo, »t the l»n(K tiro? fliows 4 more' w-- 
trnfivc principle of goodqcff, vliich no pat'^ 
^ attacjimcnt can Gost^ol, bis character mViSt 
^)pC4r >Q the moft aipiablc light. In tlus ligbtt 
aa occurrepce in the Ufe of Jefui, niaj d^icntl 
9vr piuiicular atteqtion ; * * While he iatkc4 
'. with th( pcoplC)' i, e, as ha traa i^iftruAing 
t^eni iq the doftrines of th« gofpcl, ' heholdj 
' his roother and Ims hwthrco flood without^ 

* deiiring to fpeak with him. But he anfwer^ 

* (d and faid, Who U mj mother i and vcho 

* we my brethren? A»d he ftrewhed fo«fc 
' his hands towards hifi ^c'l^cs, and fatdU 

* P^hold my mother, asd my brethwn. Foe 
•> wb(tfoey«r flialt do xbA will of my Fathm 

* vrJmk w in hoavw, the famo ia my moth^H 

* and fifter, qpd bjfqther,' This part erf Mwi'^ 

cfwduA. ha# b««9 F^fhly bltyiifd 1^ ^ioe>. «• 
tf hf mwnt, hf biA «xampl«, m> «itjnguUlW 
thoie 4£Mioaat(s and foft auachci9n.ti to omt. 
«QUtiTe« 9ad fritewjs. which WTC fo u&M ao<l 



* Mat. lii. 4tf. 
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dw foarc* of fo much comfort in the prefcnt 
fituaticm of human life. — No man however, 
who e^ianiincs the whole hiftory of his life, 
win bclicire that this was the fpirit and inten- 
tion of hii conduft. He had lived till he wa4 
dbout thirty years of age, * in fubjcAion to 
fats pwents, and had laboured with bis hands 
for their fupport, in retirement and obfcuH- 
tj t though, even ia his earlier years, he had 
difcoTered fuch wifdom and ability, as fitted 
Ilim £ar appearing on the public ftage, with 
the b^hetl honour and applaofe.— f Among 
the twelve whom he bad chofen to be hia 
conftant followers and fricndi, there was 
,oae whom he loved with a pecuUar affe^on, 
and irith whom it would appear, he lived in 
the rcciprt>cal endearments of a delicate and 
tender fricndfliip.— Jin the laft moments of 
his life, he gave a ftrong difcovery of filial af- . 
Sc&ioa to his aged parent ; when ensuring on 
the crofs, he recommended her to the care of 
Us beloved friend, as he himfelf was then to 
leave the worid i- — 5 *"^ ^^ flurply reproved 
tlte PhariTees, and fcrlbcs, becavfe they broke 
through the ties of gratitude, and natural af-< 
fefUon to their patents, by their fuperftition.' 
Tbefe circumftanccs put together, fufiicientty 

• Lokcl. !>.— Morkvt. I. f Jabn liH, ij. t Jchn 
nx.xj. JMtf.xv.i. 
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declare the fcofc which Jeftis had of the re- 
gard that is due to the fympathies of nature^ 
and the tics of friendfliip. 

The behaviour of Jefus, therefore, io this 
paflTagc of his life, admits of a very different 
explanation, and fuch, as is natively fuggefted 
from all the other circumftances of his lifcj 
He was at that time employed about the work 
which his Father had given him to do, which 
was to teach men the way to evcrlafting lite. 
With the faithful execution of this work, he 
would fuffer no other bufinefs, or tie to in- 
terfere ! be confidered thofe who were difpof- 
ed to be his friends and affifiants in this work, 
as conne^ed with him by a more facred and 
important tie, than what is fuggefted by the 
natural aSeflions of the human heart. To in- 
UmA fuch perfons in the important do^rines 
of the gofpel, and in the method of enlight- 
ning and fdving the fouls of men, was in his 
judgment, a call Arom Providence, to ^"hich 
it behoved the tendereft inclinations of his 
, nature to give place. — The conduct of Jefus 
considered in this light, inftead of being de- 
fe£live, or blameable, deferves our higheft ap' 
probation and efteem. It was intended to ex- 
empliiy an important branch of virtue, which 
men need often> and mucbt to be reminded 
of; viz. th^t all the narrower affeflions of the 
human heart, even thofe of the mofl innocent 
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tuid amiable nature, ought always to lubmit 
to the dire^on and control of the more im- 
partial and extenliTC principles of goodnefs. 

From the inftances which have been given 
it appears, that a generous concern for the e- 
vcrlafting interefts of men, was not only the 
diftinguilhing and ruling principle of Jefus' 
life, but maintained a fovereign and invariable 
command over all the other inclinations of 
the human nature, and triumphed over every 
oppoHtion it could meet with from the world. 
It mil give a farther illustration of the cha- 
rafter and fpirit of the blefled Jefus, to ob- 
fcrvc, that this leading principle of his life, did 
not only, with an influence fupcrior to all con- 
trol, exert itfelf in thofe circumftances of his 
life, wherein fucb an exertion was required, and 
in which it met with the ftrongeft oppofition 
from the weaknefs of humanity, and the ma- 
lice of the world ; but that at all other times, 
and in every fltuation of his life, it had the 
conllant and the fole dircftion of his conduft. 
The great end for which he came into this . 
world, was perpetually prefent to his thoughts, 
and engroflcd his attention and concern at e- 
very moment of his life. Hence it was, that 
the different objefts which he met with in his 
parage through this world, and the different 
incidents which happened in the progtefs of 
E 3 
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his life, vcrc confidcrcd fay iam, ooly in ths 
light of their fubfcrvienqr to the iDftru^0Q> 
and fklTUion of immorul foulE ; and were imt 
proved by him ia this view, with adrainble 
wifdom. 

This appears remarkably, in the apologue* 
or parables, recorded in the gofpel : in which 
£rom the works of natare, and the various 
incidents of human life, he cooveyed the moft 
tppolite and engaging illuftrations of religi* 
ous and moral trutfas.-^'Ilte fame thing ap* 
pears from the admirable manner in which 
he grafted his divine infiru^ions on the dif* 
fcrent fituations of his life. Thus, * from the 
circumftancc of the woman of Samaria, hcf 
drawing water from the well, he took occafi* 
on to inftruA her, with a fiogular propiiety* 
in the doArine of eternal life, as the living 
water which he brought from God, to refrefll 
and comfort the immoral foul, f From th« 
miraculous diftnbution of the loaves ambng 
the multitude, he conveyed (be fame inftnic* 
tioc, under the fimilitude of the bread of life. 
t From the cure of the man that was bom 
blind, he led men to the knowledge of the 
light of life, j From the refurrefUon of La- 

• John w. 10^ t J**" *'• **■— t M" i«- 4- 
J J(i|iiiii,i5,^ 
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znrus from the gfave, be inftrbAed them in 
the doArinc of a futufC refutreAiOfi to tvtt* 
oal life. 

It wBf oving to ihs CaiAe |MVdIlIng and pei^ 
petual attention to tha etnertaftlng iatfraftfi of 
iben, that hi tot>k Occalida te cttttiovutiicite 
the moft itnporttnt IriTons of religl^, fri)ak< 
the curious or eofnaring queftiont that vrert 
put to him.-^*'Whsn asked about the Hum* 
bcr of them that OiouU be faved ; infteBd of 
anfwering the qucftiou, which Was rather cu'- 
tiouG than editing, he grafted on it this im- 
portant admonitioQ ; that eveiy msui ihould 
ftrivs and labour fot himfelf, to be among the 
Dumber of tbcni who (hould be fared. 

t When he wai Biked \fhcther the apoftle 
John Ihould die in the feme muitier ia which 
hs had foretold the death of the a^Qle Peter, 
he checked the ufeleft curioflty, aad immedi' 
atcly directed the attention of hit friends, to 
their own proper buHncfs and duty, which 
was, ' To follow him.' 

It Was from the prevailing Influence of thtf, 
lame difintcrefted fpirltt that he kept himlclf 
cntirclj diGngaged from th4 ufual cotinaxioni 
and proje^ of this world ; whilft he watched 
With a peculiar attention OS every incident 
and opportuuity, which put it in his power «t 

• Luke »!a. jj.— * JcAn)fld.»o^. "^ 
E 4 
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promote the cverkfting iaterefts of men. — 
Thus, * when one applied to him, to deter- 
mine in a qucftion which he had with his bro- 
ther, with relation to their temporal con- 
cerns ; he immediately declined giving any 
judgment in the cafe. Jcfus eafily perceived 
that his determination would affefl: only the 
external interefts of the contending parties, 
while it left their fpiritual and everlafting in- 
terefts, in the fame fituatlon in which they 
were before. The determination therefore of 
the queftion, was the province of a civil 
judge ; but not of him, whofe office was to in- 
ftnift and fave the fouls of men. Neverthe- 
Icfs, with equal wifdom and propriety, he 
took occalion to inftru^ the pcrfon who had 
made the application, and the difciplcs who 
were prefent ; how to form a right Judgment 
of the higheft intereft, and happinefs of man j 
admonifhing them withal, againft that covet- 
ous attachment to the riches of the world, 
which is the origin of all thofe unhappy con- 
tefts which divide the hearts of men. ' Take 
' heed, and beware of covetoufnefs : for a 
' man's life conGfteth not in the things which 
' he poffeffeth ;' — after which admonition, he 
delivered a moft inftni^live parable to the 
fame e^£l. 
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A like difcovery of his character, vas gi- 
ven by his condud towards Martha, and her 
fifter Mai7 ; when he vifited at their houre, • 
Martha, as a mark of her refpeft for Jefiis, 
employed her whole attention in preparing a 
proper entertainment for hira at her houfe, — r 
Mary neglecting this external fervice, li{):en> 
ed with a deep attention to the religious Icfr 
fons which he taught. — Jefus obferving their 
different behaviour, publickly approved of 
Mary's conduft, and blamed the conduift of 
her fifter. — ' Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
ful and troubled about many things: but 
one thing is needful : and Mary hath cho- 
fen that good part, which Ihall not be taken 
away from her,' — Martha had cxprefled her 
regard for Jefus, according to the falhion of 
the world, and in a way that would have been 
approved by any other perfon, who had come 
to vifit her. Jefus however made no account 
of thefe cxpreffions of refpcft. He preferred 
■ the behaviour of her fifter Mary, when flie 
liftened to the inftruClions which he gave, and 
fhowed no other follicitude, but that fhe 
might receive the benefit, and comfort of his 
gofpel. — The rcafon of this conduifl was, 
that he a£):cd in a fphere of life, peculiar to 
bimfetf. He came not ' to be miniftrcd untct. 
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' but to miaiRtt r uid the blefiedacfi of hi* 
lift!, couiilted not In recfiWing, but iQ giving. 
His fole project in tbis world, was to fprcad 
into the minds of men thofe divine iaflmfU- 
one which he brought from God ; and who^ 
CTer difcovcrfid the moft candid and fcrlout 
dirp<^uon to receive them, did him the moft 
acceptable, idd honourable fervice. Mary re^ 
garded him in thit light, therefore her beha- 
viour was approved. Martha had confidcred 
him in a difibrent light, and therefore her be- 
haviour was condemned. 

It wae from the fame pritictple, tbithc com- 
mended the * behaviour of the Woman who a> 
nointed bis head, and wiped his feet witb hef 
tears and hair. Had thefe marks of her re- 
gard proceeded from the fame idea of hii cha> 
fzftcr, that Martha entertained, when fiie re* 
-ceived falm at her boufe, he would undoubt- 
edly have negU^ed them, a he had ndgle^ed 
Martha's fervice ; but they proceeded fipom a 
different caufe, and Jefue hath hhnfelf ex- 
plained it. 

The woman had been convinced, that Jd- 
fas was the Son of God ; that he had power id 
forgive the fins of men ; and fhe had applied 
to him with fucccfs, to this cSeA. The marks 
.of her tefpcA, when flie anointed him, utd 

, . L'.oo^k 
• Luke vil. jff.— 
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ir^cd his feet, vvft intended to exprels he^ 
gradttidc for the pardon of her fins, and to 
fignifr lui* ilbllicttude for the continuance of 
this oicrcj-j * ' She loved mech,' fays Chrift, 
' becaufc much had been forgiven her.' ThuS 
the 'Womin had conlidered Jefus in bis genu*' 
ine and proper chfiraAer, and was anxious td 
fiicttre thofe immortal bleflings, which he bad 
come from heaven to beftow. — Hence it may 
tppear, that here, as well as in bis conduA 
toward Martha, he a.&ed wholly in the fpirit 
of his facred office, and by the influence of 
that heavenly wifdom and benignity, Which 
direAed him in every other aftion of his life. 

It wai from the influence of the fame hea- 
venly wifdom, and abftraAion from the world, 
that he declined to interpofe in the political 
debates which at that time prevailed among 
the Jews.— t' When the Pharifees, with the' 
Herodians, from an intention to entangle him, 
asked his opinion about the right of the Ho* 
tnan Emperor to levy tribute from the Jews, 
he gave fuch an anfwer as was calculated in 
the Iwft mannier poffible, to promote a fenft 
of piety to God, and a dutifiil regard to the 
rights of men ; without determining in what 
was merely a political debate, which had no 
annexion with the bulinefs of his oflice, as a 

• Lakt sS. 4T- t MM. iid). ts-— 
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teacher Tent from God -, ' Render unto Caelar 
* tbe things that are Caefars, and unto God 
' the things that arc Gods.' — • In like man- 
ner, when he was required to pay the tribute 
money which was coUcfted for the fcrvice of 
fhe temple, though he alTerted his right to be . 
exempted, yet he meekly and patiently comr 
plied with the demand, that he might not give 
oSence ; or enter into a debate, which might 
have obftrufted the great and only purpofe of 
his Ufe ; the inftru^ion and falvation of im- 
mortal fouls. 

To give a more compleat idea of the mind 
that was in Chrift, it ought to be obierved, 
that when he a^ed on the influence of that 
benevolence and pity to the fouls of men, 
which was the leading principle of his life, he 
exprefled a fortitude and ftrength of mind, 
and at the fame time a tendernefs and fenlibi:- 
lity, that were very lingular, and, which be- 
ing equally difcovered in his condufl, fet the 
peculiar turn, and fpirit of his charafter in 
the ftrongeft light. — ^Thefe two qualities hardr 
ly meet together in the fame charafter, in aa 
eminent degree. Strength of mind, and an in- 
trepid zeal, in oppofing the corruptions of 
the world, have been ufually accompanied 
with a certain harlhnefs and fevcrity, which 
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deftroys the more tender and humane feelings 
of the heart : and this appears to have been a 
blemifh in the character of fome of the beft of 
our reformers. On the other hand, men of 
delicate and tender fentiments, are, from this 
particular complexion, apt to fail in that de- 
termined oppolition, which they ought to give 
to the errors and corruptions of the world. 
When therefore, thefe two different qualities 
are united, and their different extremes are 
equally avoided ; they form at once, the moft 
refpeftable, and amiable cbarafter. They dif- 
cover withal, that the virtue of the perfoo 
thus difpofed, is not founded on his natural 
complexion, but upon a rational, and moral 
principle, feated in the heart. Now each of 
thefe, in an eminent degree, were uniied in 
the charafter and life of Jefus. 

By the acknowledgment of his Of>pofers, 
* • He was true, and taught the way of God 
' in truth, neither cared he for any man, for 
f he regardednot the perfon of men.' ■\ This 
iirmnefs and integrity remarkably appeared "a 
the bold and open oppoHtion which he gave 
to the moft favourite fuperftitions of the po- 
pulace, and the prevailing corruptions of 
thofe who were in the firft rank of power and 
popularity. Hereby he provoked the univcr- 

• M«t, wdi. i«.— t Mat. %xB. 1.— Luke ju. 37 — 
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fal hatred of his countrymen agalnft himfclf, 
j^s a dangerous innovator io religion, and one 
vba inteaded to deftric^, their lav and pror 
3fihets, On this account he was condenoncdi^ 
^d put to death; and thus fuffcred as a marv 
tyr in that caufe which he came from heaveq. 
to promote. 

Did anj of the ancient phitofophers in thc- 
fame brave and boocft maimer, tciUfy againft 
the fuperftitioBB and idolatries of their counr 
trymcn i A#>>*Jft the many excellent Icflbos 
which tl)ey taught, did they not ftill comply' 
with tfaoTe a^lurd idoUtiieV, whijch th»ir p^* 
lofophy &onld have led th.em to renounce J 
* The wiTcft and the heft of thein vindicated 
kimfelf from the impuuUon of ini|uety, hf 
appealing to the regard he had cxprefled for 
thofe ignorant idotatriei, which were oppofcd 
with fuch a geoeroua and manly zeal by the 
apoftle of the Gentiles, when he preached ttt '■ 
gofpd to the Athenians f. 

The 'behaviour of Je&s in this particular; ~ 
WM equally {Kudent and couragious. He ■pra-r 
dcntly and pioufly obferved thofe public forms, 
which either bad their autho>rity from Gk>d; 
or were fervicealilc to the cauie of true rcH< 
gioQ : ithii& wittx the maft intrepid bcmouv 

* See PI^o and Xtaophon'i Apoloj^ei, f Afts xvil. 



and integrity, he puhlickly declared againft. 
ttie fupQrftiuoQi by ^rhicli it was corrupted 
tad de^fcd. * The accounts vbich are given 
of the pvbUc ftad fdlatno muiDar, in which 
he tqftificd tgunft the corrupttona of ths- 
PbAiifccs and Scribn, vho vera at that time 
deemed the g^w^diaaa of religion Iry the po* 
proUce J (how ao example of integrity, forti- 
tude, and puhlie fpirit, vhich in a very di- 
ftisgntflKd manner mark the character of JUat 
ifho wa« to come tato thlt worlds as ' a wit-^ 

* oefs, a leader, and commander to the peo< 

* pte,* and of whom it had been prophefied, 
' t That he ihould not fail, nor be difcoarag* 
'td. tiUhehad fct judgment in the earth.' 

? By tlus public-QppoiltioB to the doctrine 
aed conuti^e of the Pharifecs and Scribes, 
againft whom he cooftantly exprefled the 
WftrmcA seal, Jefus gave the mofl convincing 
evidonpe of the difintereftednefs of his de- 
figoa, and that. % ' He fought not his own 
' gl^sy, hut the gjory of him that fcnt him.' 
The ^popidaxe in every age are fond of a reli- 
£Jon confiAlng nf fztcraal farm. To this they' 
are ufiially attached vith an ezceffive zeal, 
paying to it an attention and regard, fuperlor 
to what they {ivc to the moft important lairs 

• H>t. K«U. t. M>rit tU. I.— Lidu «i. }}. 
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of moral conduct. This, ia particular, appears 
to have been the diflinguilhiDg fpirit of the 
Jewilh nation, at the period in which our Sa- 
viour lived : and the Pharifees and Scribes be- 
ing the chief conduftors and examples of this 
popular fuperftition, were therefore ioifyw- 
ed with aji implicit admiration, by the peo- 
ple of Jcrufalem, — Had then Jefus intended 
to procure the favour of the Jewifii nation, 
and to have ambitioully employed it to his 
own private reputation, or advantage; he 
muft have eafily perceived, that the proper 
meafure, was to flatter this prevailing incli- 
nation ; and to adapt the religion which he 
taught, to that exccffivc fondncfs for cxter-' 
nal form, for which the Jewilh nation was at 
that period fo remarkable. — Jefus however 
obferved a very different and oppofite plan. 
The religion whi(.h he taught, was of a very 
iimple nature, and of a moral tendency ; con- 
fifting in the exercifc of virtuous and good af- 
feflions towards God and man, and in obc-'- 
dience to the Important and eternal laws of 
* juftice, faithfulnefs, and mercy,' Thcfe with, 
him were the weightier matters of the law ; 
which he fet in oppofition to all external 
forms, and in particular to the forms to 
which the Jewilh people and their moft ad- 
mired inftruftors, were at that time moll zeal- 
oufly attached. Hence, Inftead of gaining the 
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appkufe and leading of the populace, his in- 
flruftions were exceedingly difguniag and un- 
popular; and therefore as an enemy to true 
religion, he was periecuted, and reproached, 
and put to death. 

"What puts this part of our Saviour's cha- 
raftcr in the ftrongeft light, is this remarkable 
circumllance ; that not only in the general 
ftrain of his inftru^ions, he declared againd 
the errors of the age and place in which he 
lived ; but took every proper occalion to de- 
clare againfl the particular errors and corrup- 
tions of the perfons to whom his difcourfes 
were immediately addrelTed. — An intercfted 
and deligning teacher artfully accommodates 
his do^ine to the prejudices of his hearers, 
and tries to captivate their favour and ap- 
plaufe, by flattering their favourite corrupti- 
ons. But the bleffcd Jefiis always cbofe fuch 
topics of inllruftion, and treated them in fuch 
a manner, as was moft direftly calculated to 
expofe the favourite corruptions and miftakes 
of the perfons to whom they were addreflfed ; 
whether they were hb profeflcd friends, or 
his open adverfaries. Many ftriklng inftan- 
ces of this kind occur in the hiftory of the 
gofpel. — • "When the Pharifccs were watch- 
ing him, and fought for an occalion of accuf- 
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ing him, as a violator of the fabbath-day; he 
took the opportunity, both by his inftrufti- 
ons and example, to correct their fuperftiti- 
OU3 views of that religious infUtution, and to 
give them a rational account of its nature and', 
dclign, — * Obferving among the Pharifees- 
vith whom he was in company, the marks of 
an immoderate ambition, he took occalion to 
inftnift them in the nature and Importance 
of humility, and defcribed the unlawfulnef*. 
and folly of their pride, — On the fame occa- 
jion, when a man of eminence among the 
Pharifees had given an entertainment at hix 
houfe ; (and probably thought that fuch ex- 
prelGons of his hofpitality were a fuffici- 
ent proof of the goodncfs of his charafter^ 
Jefus took occafion to reprefent their infigni- 
iicance, when they were beftowed on thofe to 
whom they could be of little or of no impor« 
tance, and who had it in their power to make 
a fuitable return ; whilll the moil important 
offices of mercy to perfons in indigence and 
diftrefs, and from whom no return could be 
received, were ncglcfted and forgot,— On an- 
other occaCon, we are informed, f that when 
he was difcourling to the Pharifees, who were 
noted for their covetoufnefs, he taught tbem 
in a very candid and intrepid manner, the 

* Luke ilv T.— — f Luke. mi. ij.— — 
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guiby and deftt-u£li»e n^ure of thair crime, 
and its utter inconiiAeDCf with that fcrvice of 
almighty God, to which thcj made vciy high 
pretcnfiotts. — In the lame light we arc to 
conlider the explications which he gave in 
Itis fenoon on the mount, * of the genuine 
extent and meaning of the moral law, in op- 
poHtion to the explications which had been 
given hy the popular and artful teachers of 
the times. 

As Jefus thus candidly and intrepidly ex- 
pend the ercors atid corruptions of hie ceun- 
trymen, who were bis open aiid avowed ad- 
Tcrl^ies, he no lefs candidly oppofed the fa- 
vourite miftakes and errors of his friends. 
Their fond and fanguine expeititions of tem- 
pore profpcrity,— the vain imaginations they 
had got, aboat the external pomp and power 
of the Mef&ah ;— their ambitious contentions 
for pre-eminence and place ;— ^hefe he fairly 
and faithfuUif expo&d; engaging them to 
follow him, aiui embrace the gofpel which he 
taught, by no one idea that was fuited to (ti9 
tafte of a vain and coirnpt heart. The mo- 
tives and encourage menti which he fet before 
them, could have 00 aitraOJwe, but with per- 
foDS whofe tafte and temper was reiined from 
every felfiih. on amJ»tious pafBon : nay Jefus 
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fairly told bis friends, that they ihould not be 
able to obtain the rewards and honotirs of 
his fcrvice, but by a voluntary cefignation of 
all thofe iotereAs and honours, which arepur- 
fued with the greatcft eagerncfs, by the fcl- 
fifhnefs and vanity of man ; aad by a patient 
fubmiHion to all the oppofite affiiftioni which 
the hatred and malice of ihe world could in- 

If we conilder the many inftances of this 
kind which occur in the • life of Jefus, -we 
mufl undoubtedly perceive, in a very ftrong 
light, the integrity and candour-of his charac- 
ter ; and that without deliring any favour, or 
aJCftance from the world, nay in fpite of e? 
very oppofition which the world could give ; 
he refted the fucccfs of his caufe on the bafis 
of its own evidence and moment, and the pe^ 
culiar proteflion of Almighty God. 

To this opennefs and intrepidity, in de- 
claring againft the errors and corruptions' o«»f 
the world, Jefus added the moft amiable tender- 
nefs and fenfibility. — Whilft he was making ■ 
his laft public journey- to Jerufalem, the fa- 
cred hiflorian informs m, ■\ that coming near 
the city, ' He beheld it, and wept over it, fay- 

• Mat. X, Iff.— 34,— xvi, ,4— ik. 15.— 1x17. 9.— 
Markviii. 3^. — Luke U. 13.— f 7.— Lukeiiv. 11. — xviU. 
iB.— JobnxvLi.— 

+ Lukexix. 41. — — 
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' ing, If thou hadil known, even thou, at 

* leaft in this thy day, the things which belong 
' unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from 
' thine eyes. For the days fhail come, that 
' thine enemieE £hall caft a trench about thee, 
' and compafs tbee round, and keep thee in 
' OQ every fide, and fliall lay thee even with 

* the ground, and ihy children within thee ; 
' and they ihall not leave in thee one ftone 
' upon another : becaufe thou kneweft not 
' the time of thy vifitation.' — ^This city of Je- 
rufalem over which he wept, and for which 
he expreJTcd his pity, in this aSe^ionate and 
tender manner, had given him the moft inju- 
rious and provoking ufage. The beneficent 
and mighty miracles which he had wrought, 
^i^'the gracious words which had proceeded 
frdm his mouth, had been fpitefully traduced ; 
aim with the moll malicious artifice, blacken- 
etx.into the appearances of guilt by the peo- 
pl« of Jerufalcm : and he knew that in a few 
day^, he was to fuffer much greater injuries, 
and a miferable death from their wickednefs 
Knd malice. He knew wiihal, that thofe mif- 
fortunes of the people of Jcrufalem, over 
wtich he thus wept and mourned, were to 
come upon them, as the punilhment of 
their iniquity againft himfelf; and as a fig- 
gnal atteftation from the providence of 
God to his own innocence and dignity. — In 

F 1 
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thefc cii'iminftaiiccs, the tendcrnefs and edm- 
pftffion which Jcfus here espreffcd, waa vcrjT 
fingulir.— There Is fomcthing in the con- 
Bmftioo of the humart heirt, which leads vi 
to be pleafcd with the {tuuilhinent of horrid 
Itnd atrociovs wickednefs, efpeciaHy if it ii 
committed agaiofi oni-felTCs. That fclf*efVrcm 
trhich is fo natural to the heart of man, is 
hereby flattered and careffcd. We look wpori 
the piinifliment as a kind of reparation for 
the injury, and ajuft humiliation of the gnilt 
and demerit of the fiifferer. — A feverer trial 
could fcarce be given to this principfe^in hu- 
man nature, than what was given to it when 
Jefus beheld the city of Jcvufalenl. It was 
hotfcver, entirely overcome by the fuperior 
Influence of his compaffion. The fuggeftions 
of that felf-efteem, anger, and dcfire of re- 
venge, which are ufualty fo powerful in the 
heart of man, and wOuld have been fo natu- 
ral in the prefent cafe ; wert totally fuppieft. 
When he came near arid beheld the city, he 
beheld it in no other light, than as an Object 
of his pity. Forgetful of its wickedncfsi and 
malice againft himfelf ; forgetful of the vindi- 
cation of his own Innocence and dignity, 
which, he knew, was to arift from its deftruc- 
tion ; regardlefs alfo of his own approaching 
fufferings and death, he beheld the city, and 
Wept over it, and faid, If &c. 
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In ccrtaiD circumftances, grief and tcan 
grc not unbecoming in the greateft man : they 
msjr even indicate the dignity and grcatnefs of 
Jus mind ; when they proceed from fuch fen* 
timents as great and good minds only are fuf- 
CEptible of. It wUl be difficult for us to ima> 
ginc any circumftance of life, in which they 
could appear with a more becoming dignity, 
or indicate a nobler turn of heart, than what 
our Saviour cxpreSed when he beheld Jeru- 
salem and wept. 

Another ftrong difcovcry is given of the 
fame ftate of mind, by the manner in which 
he foretold the treachery of Judas. ' Jefus, 

* fays thj^ETfti^eliil John*, was troubled in 

* fpirit, and teftified, andfaid. Verily verily I 
' fay unto you, that one of you fliall betray 
' me,' That this trouble was not on his own 
account, but on account of the unhappy man 
by whom he was to be betrayed, may be fairly 
inferred from the narrative which is given of 
this matter by the other three Evangelifts. 

. When Jefus told his difciples, that one of them 
Ihould betray him, he added, thefe Evangclifls 
obferve, a compaiBonaie and tender lamenta- 
tion over the wickednefs and mifery of the man 
of whom he fpake. -j- * The Son of man indeed 

■ Jolin liii. II.— t Mat. xxvl. 14- Muk idv. *i. 
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' goetli as it is written of him : but wo to that 
' man by whom the Son of man is betrayed : 
' good were it for that man, if he had never 
' been born.' This account given by three of 
the Evangelifts, compared with the narrative 
of St. John, makes it evident ; that the trouble 
of his fpirit, was the trouble of compaiGon 
for the miferable man, who was going by his 
wickednefs to deflroy himlelf. It is farther c- 
vldent, from what the fame Evaogelift John 
obfcrves; that immediately after Judas had 
gone out to perpetrate the crime, Jefus ex- 
prcfled the greateft fatisfaftion and compla- 
cency with relation to himfelf, becaufe by 
what he was to fuffcr, through the treachery 
of Judas, his heavenly Father, and himfetf 
were to be glorified. • ' When Judas was gone 
' out, Jefus faid, Now is the Son of man glo- 
.' rified, and God is glorified in him.' — Con- 
fidering the matter in this light, Jefiis here 
exprefled a very uncommon ftrain of tender- 
nefs and gcnerofity. "When men fuffer by 
their own wickcdncfs, efpecially if their wick- 
ednefs be of a very hateful and atrocious 
nature, the fcntiments of pity are ufually fi- 
leaced by hatred of their wickedneft, and a 
fenfe of the jufticc of their punilhmcnt. This 
is much more the natural lituaiion of the hu- 
man heart, when the guilty fuffer for a crime, 

• Jobnxiii. 3 1, 
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which hath been committed againft ourfelves. 
But the goodncfs and humanity of Jcfus ex- 
cluded €vcry fentiment, but that of pity for 
the miferablc man who was going to betray 
him. He made no reflexions on his owR 
innocence, or on the guilt of his betrayer, but 
fuch as proceeded from this principle. When 
be fpakc of his iniquity, it was not to exprefs 
refcntment, but compaffion ; viewing it only 
in the light of itar connexion with his future 
mifery, ' When he teftified and faid, one of 
'- you fiiall betray me ; he was troubled in fpi- 
* rit, and faid. The fon of man gocth as it is 
' written of him, but wo unto the man by 
' whom he is betrayed ; good were it for that 
' man he had never been born.' 

An inftance of the like humanity and ten- 
dcinefs appeared foon after, he had been be- 
trayed, and immediately before his crucifixi- 
on. When he was going from Jerufalem to 
the place of execution, he obfervcd fome of 
his particular friends weeping, and bewailing 
his unhappy fate. But Jefus with a greatnefs, 
^nd dignity of mind peculiar to himfelf, re- 
prehended their diflrefs, and delired them to 
be concerned only for themfelves, and their 
pofterity, but not for him. • ' Jefus turning 
' unto them, faid, Weep not for me, but weep 
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' for yourfelvcs, and for your children. For 
* behold, the days are coming, when they 
' Ihall fay, BlelTed are the barren Sec.' Being 
perfectly religned to the will of God, with 
relation to hia own perfonal calamities, his 
whole attention was employed about the inte- 
reftsofhis countrymen and friends. Their a- 
trocious wickedneft in putting him to death, 
and the miferies which they were bringing qq 
tbcmfelvcs, and their pofterity, were, even in 
the bitternefs of death, the only obje^s that 
aSe^ed him, and about which alone he wovUl 
have his weeping friends exprefs their pity, and 
concern. Confidering (be mournful Jituation 
in which Jefus was at that time, he difcovered 
in this conduA, a grandeur and humanity, 
which would have been much admired in 
common ftory*. 

I fliall mention only one other inftaoce of , 
this delicate humanity and tendernels of mind, 
which, amidft cxpreiEons of the bigheft dig^ 
uiiy and grandeur, appeared in the life of Je* 



.* See 1 great encomium by Tolialre on St. Hilaire. Hit 
irai bdng Qiix by the tone bullet that killed MarftuI de Tn- 
f soDC, and his Ion who flood by him vinpag and hcwailing hil 
initfoitunc, St Hilaire fiii to him, ■ 1( it not for nie, bul for 
' ihal great man, (pmnling lo Tnrenoe) for whom you ought 
" ro mourn.' Words, ftyl Vohaire, that may be eompartd to 
'i„t ii mofl heroic and fublime in the rccorJi of tuAory, 
dre U«is ^V. voL i. pag. tti. 
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f\a. — • At the grave of Lazarus, we are in- 
iormed, that Jefus ' groaned in fpirit, and was 
* troubled, and wept.' This diftrcfs appears 
to have proceeded from that focial tcndemefs 
and fympatby, which is planted in our nature 
by the hand of God ; and which is indeed one 
of the moft beautiful imprelHons of his hand, 
upon the heart of man, Jefus feeing Mary 
and her Hftcr Martha, and the Jews who had 
come from JenifsSem on occaOon of the death 
of Lazarus, much afRi^ed, and in tears, on 
the tofs of their beloved friend, mingled his 
grief and tears, and ' wept with them that 
' wept. When Jefus faw his lifters weeping, 

* and the Jews alfo weeping, he was troubled 

• in fpirit, and wept,' — ^Thisdiftrefs might pro- 
bably proceed alfo from another caufe, and 
one that was peculiar to himfelf. Jefus, we 
may believe, obferved the ignorance and 
weaknefs of his friends, in being fo deeply 
moved by an eVcnt which behoved in his eye, 
to appear fo llighi a one; viz. that their vir- 
tuous friend had, for a little while, got the 
ftart of them in his paffage to the heavenly 
-world. In this light Jefus had direfled them 
to conlider the event, v, 23. 'Thy brother 
' Ihall rife again, v. 25. I am the rcfurrefti- 
f on and the life, he that belteveth in me, 

• John ^. jj. 
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' though he were dead, yet (hall he live.'— Je- 
fus had a perfeA knowledge of the happinela 
of the "fpirits of the juft made pcrfe£l. He 
knew that his departed friend was now among 
that blefled number ; and having the whole 
compafs of eternity before him, the interval 
between the death of Lazarus and that of his 
fuiviving friends, behoved to feem a very in- 
confidcrablc period in his eye. Viewing the 
death of Lazarus in this peculiar light, he pi- 
tied and wept for the extreme affli^ion of his 
friends, proceeding from fuch an inconlide* 
rable caufe. Had they been fufficiently en- 
lightened by the difcovcries of life and immor- 
tality, which he had given them, their afflic- 
tion he knew, would have been remarkably 
diminilhed, if not totally removed. He there- 
fore ' groaned wi^iin himfelf, and was troubled 
' in rpirit, and wept,' when he faw his friends 
fo deeply affefled by the temporary afiliftions 
of this prefent life, and fo little affefled by the 
jntereft.ing objedVsof that future and eternal 
life, in which he had inftrufted them. 

Thus, it may appear with what an amiable 
tendcrnefs of fpirit Jcfus was endowed. Com- 
paiBon for the mifcries of men, cfpecially for 
ihofe miferies, which they had brought upon 
themfelves by their own ignorance and guilt ; 
was the ruling principle by which he was con- 
ducted through the whole of life. To the 
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gentle diftates of this generous compaOion, 
all impatience or contempt, anger or revenge, 
fo natural and fo powerful in the mind of man, 
conftantly gave place, — You will find him ac- 
cordingly, always putting the moll merciful 
and mild conllruflions on the faults of men, 
which they could admit of; efpecially on fuch 
as were committed againft himfclf. — • Hence 
he check 'd the feverity and refentmcnt of his 
difciples againft the Samaritans, who had op- 
pos'd him in his journey to Jerufalcm. — 
f Hence he chcck'd the pride and feverity of 
the Pharifees againft the woman who had been 
convifted of adultery. — :{: Hence, when he re- 
buk'd his difciples in the garden of Gethfema- 
ne, for their inattention and ftupidity, he at 
the fame time made the mildeft and the bcft 
apology for them that he could. ' The fpirit 
' indeed is willing) but the flefh is weak.' — 
§ Hence he check'd the anger of the difciples 
at the fons of Zebedee ; adding the divineft 
leftbn of meeknefs and humility, that ever had 
been taught, ' Ye know that the princes of 
* the Gentiles exercife dominion over them, 
' and they that are great exercife authority 
' upon them ; but it {hall not be fo among 
' you ! whofocver will be great among you 

• Lofccix. 51.— f Johnviii. I. f M»t,iMi.4». 
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' let .him be your miniftcr: and whofoever 
' will be chief among you, let him be yoyr fer- 
' V2nt ; cvea as the Son of man came not to 
' be miniftercd unto, but to minifler, and to 
' give his life a ranfom for many.' — • Hence 
in fine, expiring on the crofs he interceded with 
his Father in behalf of thofe who were barba- 
roufly putting him to death ; adding for them 
an apology, which nothing but the highcft 
pitch of humanity and mtldnels could fuggeft, 
' Father forgive them, for they know not 
* what they do.' 

To fet this gentlcnefs and goodQefs of the 
blefled Jefus in iti proper light, it txught to be 
obferved; that by the conftniilion of the hu- 
man nature, men arc led to confider -wickcd- 
neft and guilt, as the proper objeft of tbeit 
hatred and anger, and as meriting a proper 
puniihment. This part of the human frame 
ve cannot but approve, and in our prefent G- 
tuation it appears to be of great importance. 
There is neverthelefs another light in which 
the milder difpofitionE of humanity would lead 
us to confider the wickednefs of men ; viz, as 
the Iburce of their own unhappincfs and mife- 
fy; and on that account, the object of compaf- 
fioa to a virtuous and honeft mind. If the^', 
ichile one retains all that averfion and hatred 

* Lake xui. 34. 
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to the vices of the world which is requifitc to 
difcourage and oppofe them, he, at the fahic' 
time, from a meek and calm attention to the 
mifcry, with which they are connefted in the 
fcheme of providence, is difpofcd to pity, ra- 
ther than to anger, and from this gentle prin- 
ciple employs the ftrongeft efforts in his pow- 
er, to enlighten and rcclum the vicious ; this 
undcmbtedly difcovers the moft excellent and 
perfefl ftate of mind we can conceive. — In 
this ftaie of miad, Jefus To invariably prefer- 
ved himfelf through the whole of his tranfae- 
tions with mankind, that in no one circum- 
ftancc of bis hfe, do we find bim cxpreffing a- 
ny fcntiment or affection towards them, but 
what proceeded from its influence. The 
wrathAil and vindiAive paffions of the human 
heart fccm to have had, in no indance, the 
direftion of his conduA ; though they often 
met with the fevereft provocation. We arc 
indeed informed that he was once provoked 
to anger. But it was but once : and by atten- 
ding to the circumilances of the cafe, we fliall 
be able to perceive, that this fingte inftance of 
his anger perfe^Iy conHfts with what has been 
juft now obfcrved, nay is a ftrong confirmati- 
on of its truth. When the Pharifees were 
watching for an opportunity of aecufing Him, 
* ' He looked round about on them,' fays the 
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Evangelift, ' with anger, being grieved for the 
' hardnefs of iheir hearts.' This hardnefs of 
their hearts, or the unfeding and obftinate op- 
position which ihcy gave to the important in- 
ftiiiclions which he brought from God, the 
truth of which he had confirmed with fuch 
convincing evidence; mov'd his anger. But 
this anger, we are told, proceeded from his 
grief; he look'd upon them with anger, ' be- 
' ing grieved for the hardnefs of their hearts.' 
This grief could be notJiing but the tender and 
humane diftrefs which his pity made him feel, 
when he obferved their ignoi-ance and guilt, 
and its fatal confequences on their future hap- 
pioefs. It was the grief which a compaiHooate 
and tender heart conceives at the light of hu- 
man mifery. His anger proceeding from this 
generous and amiable fource, could not be ac- 
companied with pride, hatred, or revenge, 
but with gentlenefs, benignity and mercy; 
nor could it prompt him to oppofe, but, to 
promote the happincfs of the perfons by whom 
it was provoked. It was the fame fpecies of an- 
ger which is fell by an affeftionate and tender 
parent, when he fees bis beloved child ftray- 
ing ftom the path of innocence and happinefs, 
and running himfelf into deftruAion by his 
own infenfibility and folly. This anger, not 
arillng from the felfilb but the focial and hu- 
mane affeftions of the heart, prompts the pa- 
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rent, not to harOmeJs and faverity, or to hurt 
the welfare o£ his child ; but on the contrary 
to five hinij by every merciful iind ufeful of- 
fice in hb power. — When anger proc|Eeds 
from 4n. idea of injuitice to ourfdves, it may 
be deemed a felHlh pailion | and is more or 
lefg accompanied with hatred, and defire of 
revenge ; prompting us to inflift fomc puniih- 
mont or evil, on the perfon againft whom it 
is conceived. But when it rifes from the 
idea of another's folly and tnjufticc to him- 
lelf, and is accompanied with grief and for- 
row at the fight of his unhappineia, it is a 
feeling that proceeds from goodnefs, and has 
DO other tEfe£t upon our conduct, than to 
.prompt us by every gentle office in our power, 
to fave the perfon againft whom it is conceiv- 
ed, from bb uohappinefs and folly. — This 
was the mind ' which was in Chrift Jeliis ;' 
which befides its own excellence, was fuited 
with a finguUr propriety to the nature of his 
office, and the motive of liis coming to this 
world, which was, * To feek and fave that 
• which was loft,' 

It will give us a more complete idea of the 
chara£ter of Jefus to obferve, that in profe- 
cutiag the defign for which he had come from 
God, he conftantly exprefled a fublime indif- 
ference about his own fituation in this world, 
and all thole advanuges of U£e which to deep- 
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iy incereft the aficAkms of the reft (^ mas' 
'tiiiid. The 011I7 objcA vhich aficAed him* 
wus the idvacKxment of the glory of his Fa^ 
abcr, by the &olioefi awl bappiocls of men. 
fie had ^'' other project or attacbmcat upoa 
earth. This wmld he vieved ooly in the light 
of itx being h>fi in igsocance aiid wkfcxdnefa ; 
and bimfclf only in die light of hit being lent 
into it by his Father, to coadu£l mankind to 
knoiricdgc, holioefi, and immortality. In c^ 
very other refpeA. as he cxpreflcs it hiinfcl^ 
' He was not of diis world.' This elevated 
ttaxe of mind appears not only from the greoc 
indiKrencc vith which he treated all the ex- 
ternal comforts of this li£c, bnt from the £a- 
gnlar tranquillity and cbearfulncfs of mind 
with which he bore all its oppofite afflictions ; 
more efpecially the great affliAioas which he 
fuSered at hb death. Jefns had foremen 
^hem, and had frequently foictold them to 
Ikis friends. When he fpake of them, it was 
. with exprcffioas of complacency, cooitdcriiQ 
them as the appointments of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the means of Ms accom{dilbing thole 
great defigns of Providence for which he had 
come into this world ; and which, in this view, 
be had voluntarily chofen to undergo. Two 
infiances in particular may dcfcrve onr atten- 
tion; i^ ,. ., 

lA, la a pafiage of tlie goQtel formerlyad- 
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duc«d, • it « ofafervcd, that immediately af- 
Kr Jodas had goneout to execute his trMter- 
ous deiign, Jefus, as to what coacerocd hitn- 
felf, ezprtlTed hit approbation and compU- 
ctacfr in the folknving termi ; ' Now ia the 
' Son of man glorified, wA God » glorified 
'. in him:' that iaj Judw is gone out to ex- 
acute his wicked and iaCdious deflgn : by hi* 
means I amjuft going to b« delivered into the 
hands of cruel men, and to fu0er a diOto- 
Bonrable and miferaWe death. I rejoice ne- 
Tcrthelefs, in the melancholy profpeA ; - aa I 
know that by this means my office aa the Sa- 
viour of the world JhaU be known, and ia 
confequencc of thii, the glory of my Fatheri 
and the everlafting mterefts of mea Oiall be 
fecured, 

jdly. Another ftrong difcovery of the fame 
ftate of mind » recorded by St. Matthew f. 
When JefuE had acquainted hi* dileiplea with 
the ignominious and painful manner in which 
Jbe was to die, Petef full of zeal for the ho- 
nour of his mafter, (which however at that 
time ha did not underftand) thus exproffed hia 
difiatisfa^ion and furprize ; * Be it far from 

• thee, X<ord ; this fliall not come unto thee,' 
To which Jefus thus replied ; * Get thee be- 

• hind me, Satan, or ihou adverfary, thou an 

• Jolajdil- 3«' t Mit.itl.si. '. '.■'':'•■ ■' 
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' an offence to me ; for thou favourcft not th<i 
' things that be of God, but thofc that be of 
' men:' i.e. thy judgment in this matter is di- 
refted by the wifdom of this world, but not 
by the irifdom that comes from God. It ap- 
pears from this reply, that Jefus was regard- 
lefs of himfelf, and determined in the ftrong- 
eft manner, that his own intereft and honoui' 
Ihould be entirely overlooked, if ever they in- 
terfered with the glory of his Father, or the 
happinefs of men : nay, that be would regard 
his heft friends as his greateft enemies, if they 
ihould endeavour to difcourage him from ftif- 
fcring in this caufc. The judgment therefore 
of the apoftle Peter, though it proceeded 
from friendfljip to himfelf, was rejected by 
Jiim with a generous difdain. 

In the like circumftancc, any other perfon 
would have commended the affeflion of his 
friend, and joined with him in exprefling his 
defire to avoid the fufFerings of which he 
^ake ; deeming it a fufficicnt expreflion of his 
virtue, that if this could not be done, he was 
refolved to fuffcr with a patient fubmiHion to 
the will of God. But Jefus, in this reply, ex- . 
preffed a height of zeal for the glory of his 
Father, and the happinefs of men which was 
altogether peculiar to himfelf. 
., ,- Agreeable to this beginning, was the whole 
; V'of K»""fofl(wing behaviour. In the evening in 



OVJESCSCHSIST. lOI 

vliicli he was betrayed, he went into the gar- 
den of Gethfcmaoe, well kaowing what was 
tp befal hiDi there ; and determined volunta- 
rily to put himfelf into the hands of thofe who 
had concerted his deftrufHon. When he knew 
that Judas, with his band of foldiers, were 
come into the garden to execute their trear 
cherous delign, he faid to bis difciples*, 
' Rile, let us be going; behold, he is at hand 
' that doth betray me.' — We are Informed in- 
•deed, that foon after he had come into the 
garden, he fell into a ftrange aftonilhment, 
and with an appearance of horror and reluc- 
taney, prayed unto his Father, that if It was 
poffiblc, he might be delivered from the pro- 
fpeft that was now before him. He began, 
fays his hiftorian f , ' To be forrowful, and ve- 
' ry heavy : and faid to his difciples. My foul 
' is exceeding forrowful, even unto death, — 
* Being in agony, he prayed more earneftly : 
-' and his fweet was a$ it were great drops of 
' blood, falling down to the ground.' This a- 
gony and forrow, with the earneft and re- 
peated fupplications which he addrcfled unto 
his Father, may feem at lirft view inconllftent 
with the fortitude and ftrengih of mind, 
which he difcovcred in the preceeding pe- 
riods of his life, and had ezprelFcd in fo 

" Mat. xivi.4<. t M«."t1. 31— Luke ""■♦♦■— 
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ftrong a manner to b!s fiends, but a very 
little while before ; nad it may be difficult for 
Qs fully to spprehead the nature, aad the 
Caufe of this diftrefs*. It appears hcmevef 

* Akhon^lt imylxiflfficiilt loappRtiend the wtnnef 
the agany which Jtfos bflmd fo (ht girdus, ec m txrWk 
the cmfe of it. yet oaa tkiiij oa^t lo be utcsdcJ ,to ; ibaf 
Jerm hid ihen (he immcdbce prolpcA, not only of a painful 
and milctable death, but of Cattet'iDg it is ' a lacriSce and a- 

* icneaient fot ihe tins of mm :• and Ihil wlien he cime into 
Uie garden to be bctnjai into (be hasdi of thole who vat 
mitliig to ipflifl thh aiiienble death, he brgia ibe painfol 
Sacrifice, knd was juTi arrived M wb«t be culU, ' 7be boor, 

* and tbe power of darkticlt.' How what mi^hl be implied in 
the fujiering of deaih as * a r.ctiGFc and propiiiatiun for the Cnt 
' of nen,' what painful and amazhig apprthenlioin, (hi pro- 
{ftH oi it in [bii light, might auaken in his tnind, it it difi- 
cuh for as to itetemine or concctve. Thia, kowcvet tfoy 
one kninn, that die iuae degree, or kind of uiuuatd fufitr- 
ings, laile very dlHcreol emoiiuni in the mind uf m.n, ac- 
cocdtDg to the diflitent caufts from whence ihey are fup pofcd 
lofpitng. andihedilTcrrni tighsiti wtiich they act tpprchttid- 
cd by Ihc fudtrer himlclr. An iMieocnt and vorihy man, dif- 
fering In the cau£: of trudi and irit^ue. iTppoiied by th« coir- 
JHsaAicfi of bis own integrity, and the meiittd etieem of 
Cod and man, JuiTers death, in a manner, and uiib imprcf- 
Con* very different from thofe which accompany the fulTcrinei 
vf a guilty man, toimenlcd icilh the confcianliicA and re- 
acisbrauce of hit guilt, and 4 fcnte af (he mei twd coaieiryt 
*ad ha(Kd of lite world. — Jcfus wu indeed an innocml and 
virtuoD! fuAeter; and bo put of his diflrefs could be accf m- 
panied wiih (he confcjoufnefs of guilt, or ihc reproach of hit 
own heart. But as he now began to fuffer, at ■ a fatjifice and 

* prspitiation for the CoiofmeD,' it is DOtcaTy fiit M<ofay, 
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front tbe relatioR whi<k is gtvea of tb!^ inzt- . 
ter, that whatever wu the caufe of this^ di- 
ftceis, he bore it with the fame cxprcffions of 
regaxd.vnd fubiniiEoa to the will of God, and ■ 
the fame attention to the everlafting interefts 
of men, bj which he had been diftinguiihed 
ia all the preceding periods of bis life. In tbe 
raidft of bis diftreis, his actachment to the will 
of God, and bis ddire to fulfH tbe merci&il 
iotentions of his providence, fufficicntly ap- 
peared. When he (wayed, ' Father, if it be pof- 

* GiA.t, let this cap pais from me;' he iiame- 

how fir an agony of miml mi^ he awakened by the proTpcA 
DDW before hint ; rdcmbling the angDifli of a guilty crnnina), 
whes he fuScpSv ami ii put to rieath by ihe liaad of public 
joftke.— That this, or (bmething Gmilar, wu reaHy the cafe, 
we ate led to apprehend from the account which the (ct!pturc3 
give ns of the rcalbns and manner of his death ; particutacly 
when they inform ai, * That he bore our gricTi, md carried 

* OUT facTouii : that he fli^rtd, the jiiS for the unjufll thH ho 

* might bring ui u God : that be ndeencd us froo) ihccDtle,, 
' being made a curfe for us ; and, that the Lord laid on him 
' ihe iniquity of us all,' Theft ftrong ciprelTions fecm to Gg- 
ni^, thitc when Jefus fulfered ileith, it was nith a peculiar 
UtMmcft and agaay. beea«te]ie fuflered il as x projHtiatiou for 
the Una of men ; and that alonglt with the enleioBl palis ilir} 
^gcuues of Ills accurfed dAth upOq the ctsfs. he liiiTcrcd all 
that inward anguilh itid altonifhment ihlch it was folCblt, or 
proper forthcjuOicc of Almighty God, to caiife him to undrr- 
go. who was to exhale the fins of mm, and to give fitifol 
creaiurei a fufficient imprdlion of the guilt and demerit of their 
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diatety fubjoined thole memorable words, 
' • Nererthelefs, not my will, but thine be 
' done. If this cup may not pals from me exr- 
' cepl I drink it, thy will be done;' i. e. I£ 
what I now ask, is not conliftent with the 
wife and gracious purpofcs of Providence ; if 
it fliould obftruft the great defign for which 
I came into this world ; it is what I neither ask 
not* choofe : in that cafe I relinquUh my re- 
queft-, and refign the matter wholly to thy 
holy will. Thus did the piety and goodnefs 
of his heart triumph over the reluflancy and 
weaknefs of his nature. — ^The fortitude and 
refignacion of a virtuous man under the ca- 
lamtties of life, does not fignify, that he is in< 
fenfible of the greatnefs and weight of his ca- 
lamity; but that feeling it, according to the 
natural conftitmion of a man, he neverihe- 
Icfs willingly refigns himfelf into the hand of 
God, and proceeds immovcably to aft the vir- 
tuous and worthy part affigned him by hi« 
providence. This was evidently the lltuatioB 
of Jefus' mind, when he was in agony, and 
prayed unto his heavenly Father, ' Thy will 
' be done.' 

This fame ftate of mind was farther figoi- 
fied, by his mild and gentle treatment of his 
friends, in the midft of his diftrcfs. When 
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tiuj fell aOcep, he gently reprored them, for 
their inattention and {h]pidity ; but added aa 
apology in their behalf, which nothing could 
have fuggelled, but that fame benignity and 
goodnefs, which was confpicuous in every ac- 
tion of his life ; ' • What, could ye not watch 
? with me one hour ? The fpirit indeed is wil- 
• ling, but the flejh is weak.' — When a per- 
fon is overcome by aiHiflion and dI0refs, and 
ftruggles againft it with a relu^ancy that is 
inc.onliflent with the fortitude and patience of 
a virtuous mind; all the foft and kind emo- 
tions of the heart fubfide, and an unfeeling 
fuUennefs and difcontent ufually Aicceeds. 
When, therefore, under the fevercft preffures 
of diftrefs, the fufferer preferves thai fame 
goodnefs and benignity which he had cxpref- 
fed in the moft ferene and eafy ctrcumllances 
of his life ; he gives in that cafe, the i^rong- 
eft proof of his fortitude and patience, and 
that he flill retains the full polTeffion and 
enjoyment of himfelf. This was ' the mind 
' that was in Chrift,' ewen at this dark and 
moumfol period of his life. 

Immediately after Jcfus had come out of 
this aftonilhment, and had prayed unto his 
Father in the manner we have feen, he pro- 
ceeded to his laft fu&riogs and death, wi^ 

* MU.SIM. 40- 
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Ibe fame deiermhied refoludoo which he hail 
exprefied before. Wlien Judas and his band 
of officers appeared, he maft rcadtlj and 
chearfotly pnt himfelf into their hands *, 
Judas then haTtog received a band of mcD^ 
and officers from the chief priefts and Phari- 
fees, cometh thither with laathorns, and 
torches and weapons, Jefus therefore koow- 
iog all things that fhould coate upon hira, 
went forth, and f^id unto them. Whom feek 
ye ? They anfwered him, Jefus of Nazareth. 
Jefus faith Bnto them, I am he.' A circnnt* 
ftance is here mentioned by the Evangelill 
which is remarkable. When Jefus inform* 
ed the foldiers that he was the perfon whom 
they fought, f ' 'bey immediately ftarted 
back,and fell to the ground. Whether this 
proceeded from » conviftion of his inno- 
cence and dignity, which at chat tnftant 
ftruck them irrefiftiUy, or from fome ez> 
traordinary exertion of the power of Jefus; 
it Ihows he might have eafil; confounded and 
difperfed them, if it had been his choice ; and 
that therefore, it was entirely with Ms own 
confent, that they apprehended him. 

At the fame time, he cured the feiraat's 
ear, which the apofUe Peter had cut off: ac- 
quainting Fcier, that if he pleafed he could 

• John «iii 3 
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pra^ to Cod, and receive tbe affiftance of his 
Mighty angels t but that he was determined to 
dedioe all refiftance in that maner; knowing 
that what h« was to fuS^r, was agreeable td 
the will of God, as declared and predifled by 
his prophets. 

After Jefus had been betrayed and appre- 
hended, we {ball find through the whole of 
his deportment, till he expired upon the crols, 
fach CKprelHoDs of benignity and meeknefs 
towards men, and of fubmiflion to the will of 
God, accompanied with fuch a generous con- 
cern to accompUlh thofe important ends of 
Providence for which he had come from hea- 
ven, as in a very particular manner manifeft 
the fpirit of his character. — We may confider 
in this light, * the mild and gentle manner in 
which he addreOed the foldiers who had 
come to apprehend him ; ' Are ye come out 

* as againft a thief with fwords and ftaves to 
' to t^dtc me ? I fat daily with you teaching in 
' the temple, andyelaid no hold on me.' — ^The 
gendeneft of mind widi which he received Ju- 
das who betrayed him, -j- ' Friend, wherefore 

* art thou come?'— The anfwer which he 
made to the difciptes when they attempted to 
refift the foldiers ; t ' The cup which my Fa- 
' ther hath given me iball I not drink it i'—~ 

* Mat. imi jj. f ^^^' "a*'' S^ t J"'"' '''^^ ■"■ 
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tis head, and yielded up the Ghoft. — Look- 
ing backward on all that he had done, and 
perceiving that the wife and great defigns of 
Providence were now fully accomplilhed by 
his fuffcrings, he thcrcfora chearfully refigri- 
ed his life into the hands of God, faying, • ' It 
^ is finiflied,' — Looking forward from this 
prefent, to the future and eternal world, he 
breathed out his laft, in the exercife of holy 
confidence in God, and with joy committed 
his departing fpirit into his hands, f ' Father 
' into thy hands I commit my fpirii.' 

In this manner did the Lord Jefus Chrift 
leave this world, and return unto his Father. 
His death was in all tefpe^ts equal to his life. 
In both it appears how much his mind was 
nufcd above this world ; and that neither its 
allurements nor affli^ions, nor its friendship 
or malice, could give the fmalleft interrupti- 
on to the progrefs of his goodnefs. Superior 
to thefe, in every inftancc of his conduft, he 
|irocceded to the laft moment of his life, with 
invariable conftancy, to execute the work 
which his heavenly Father had given him to doi 
■ Examples of heroic magnanimity are al- ■ 
ways affefting. When we fee the worthy maii 
involved in deep affliction and calamity, yet 
undaunted and ferenc, and ftill preferving the 

• John xlx. 10. t Lnkc xiIH «< . 
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enjoyment of himfelf with compoHire and 
trantjuiliity, his forritudc and ftrengch of 
mind is regarded with peculiar approbation 
and complacency. — When to this eompoiure, 
in the midft of his calamity, he adds the exei*' 
cife of every virtuous and kind affefUon to- 
wards men ; prefervcg the fame benigAiiy and 
goodnefs to his friends ) and gives the fame at- 
tention to their happinefs, that he did in the 
moll ferene and eafy periods of his life: W9 
behold fo noble and generous an effort, with 
high admiration and furpcizc. — When to this 
he farther adds the foftefi emotions of huma- 
nity and mercy, to the unjuft and troel ia- 
ftmments of his calamity, expreiHog no other 
affection towards them, but a forrowfol con\- 
palllon at the thought of ^eir unhapjllneis, 
while he neither fhrinks from his own mif- 
ibrtunes, nor fuppUcatcs our tears and fym- 
pathy for himfelf; there is fomething fo di> 
vinely graceful in this condu^, that it raifef 
our afloniihment, and feems w rife above tb« 
highcft effort of humanity ! That Jefus fuffer- 
cd, and left the world in this manner, will ap> 
pear to every one who gives Attention to the 
hjftory of bis fijferings aad de^tb. ' ■ ■ ■ 
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■ ^ S E C T I O N IV. 

■ ^ General refi/Biint on the bifiory amd life of Jefkt 

, T T AVlNGattemptediodelineatethedit- 
•IX rafter of Jcfin Clwift, from the hiftoiy 
o£ his life, v. U natural to pau& a little, and 
re&d aa. the prafped which it lets befoK 

l^e hiftorf of Jelus is of a very fingnfau* 
and extraordinary nature ; aod the choraAcp 
it exhiUtB to our view, k ak llngaUr and ex* 
\ traordioarf. It prefeoos vs with an examplB 
of excellence and goodne£i, far above tbe 
€<Hnmon level of the world ; and feems to 
realize thole -fublime ideas of the perfect man, 
vhich were entertained with lb much adnti- 
ration and delight, by tbe heft phUofophcri in 
ancient times. In this ligh^i the charaftcr of 
JeTuB Chiift will appear, by reflefting on tlie 
pKat principle by which he was dire£ted ; and 
the invariable influence wltich this principle 
prcferved in every ctrcnm fiance of his UfCf 
and on every inftance of hi* condaft. 

We have feen the ruling princifde and mo- 
tive of his life. It was that Tame principle by 
which we muft beheve the Ahnighty was in- 
duced to create the human race, and 1^ which. 
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he is directed in the whole of his divine ad- 
miniftratioD. According lo our bcft ideas of 
his nature, nothing can be deemed of fuch im- 
portance in the eye of God, as the eftabliih- 
ment of truth and righceoufnefs among iht 
rational fubjcfts of his kingdom. To this end^ 
as aloRC adequate to the deligns of infinite 
goodnefs and pcrfeftion, we muft conceive all 
the other parts of his adminiftration, to be uU 
timatcly referred. — ^To re-eftabli{h diis im- 
portant intercfl among mankind, when it was 
unhappily obfimfled aud impaired, Jefiis 
came into this world ; and from iheDcc the 
whole tenor of his life and manners was de- 
rived. — Direftcd by this principlct the blcf- 
fings which he fprexd among mankind, were 
not only of the mofl excellent, but of the 
moft permanent and difiufive nature; and 
fuch, as men of every age and nation under 
heaven, might equally participate. The wif" 
dom -wUch he brought from God, and that 
religious virtue which he laboured to ^ftablifli 
upon earth, were of as much importance to " 
every other age and nation of the world, as to ' ' 
that age and nation of the world in which he • 
lived. He was therefore equally the friend and '' 
benefactor of the whole human race. 

We have alfo feen the invariable influence 
of this principle on the whole of hi* deport- 
ment. The circomftiiDces and recepdtm which 
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he met with upon earth, were fuch, as had 
, the ftrongefl tendency to check the iaflueBce 
of this benevolent and holy principle, and 
muft have totally funnouoied it, if it had not 
been invincible. Every thing that could be 
done by the wickednefs and malice of man- 
kind, was oppofed to the excrcife and pro- 
grefs of his goodnefs. He proceeded, never- 
theleis, with the fame unlhaken conftancy, as 
if no difcouragement, or oppolltioa had oc- 
curred. In doing the will of God, and pro- 
moting the immortal happinefs of men, he 
was totally regardlcfs of himfelf, — unaided by 
the comforts of this world, — contradi^ed by 
the higheft malice and ingratitude, — and at 
laft, without the leaft impatience or com- 
plaint, became a willing martyr in the cauf« 
for which he had come from God, by an in- 
famous and miferable death,— When the Phi- 
lofopher, in a celebrated palTage of antiquity, 
defcribed the charaflcr of the juft and perfefl: 
man, treated with all the hatred aud contempt, 
which is due to the vileft criminal, while he me- 
rited all the honour and eficem which is due 
to thc'moft pcrfeft virtue ; he unknowingly; 
defcribed the chara^cr and Htuation of the Son 
of God, The features are fo ftrongly markt, 
that one can fcarcely mifs the application *, 

• The palEige rcfemd lo, ii in ttw ftd J>ook of PUio'* 
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Added to die cxtraordioaiy merit of th« 
cluu'a&r, wc are ftruck with the idea, of iit 
wonderful propriety.— Jefus was declared to 
be the Son of God, in a feofc that was peca* 
liar to himfclf. ' He flull be great *,' faid th< 
angel, when he anaounced his conception to 
the Vlrgm Mary, ' and ihall be called the Son 

KcpuVBc, mi h (o the felowiiig pwpdc ; ' He ii « rim|iU 

* iDd ingenulNIl laiii, A:liKDg, noi lh£ ippcuaocc, but Um 
' rolitf orgoadDefi. Wc mud lake from him Ac tppttnntt 

* of goddncfs : for if he (bill appear to be juft, be Hull hav< 
' honcmrs anil rewaids ; and thus il mijf be UDcntain whtiber 
■ he be fuch for the fake of jutHce. or on account of the tt- 

* winli and hcnourt thlc in given him Let trim be Aiipt of 

* every ihiag but jnllioe. Whilft he doih na Injufijce, Ul htat 

* hive the rtputalioD of doing the grcattH. Let him b^ lor- 

* tured for junioe, noi yielding lo reproach, and fuch tbmgt M 
' arife from ii 1 but hnitiavcahlc lilt dciih.' 

To ibit paffigc ftom > Heathen author, il Riay not be im- 
proper lo fubiola 1 paf&p fiom one ^'f the Apoctypbal bcH^a, 
called ihc Wjfilom of Solnaion, vhich loolu like adefcriptioB, 
Of puphecy, of Jefuj Chrilt 

Cap ii. 1].—' Htprofilleth lohive ihe knowledge of God e 

* and hecallethhimfelfthechiidofthe Lord.— Let ui fee if' 
' hi- trardi be true: md lelui prove what Stall happen in iha 
•tndofbim rorirthejuftmaBbtlbeSoB of Gud, he wU( 

■ help him, and delivtr hitn fron the hand of hil enemiM^ 
' Let D( examine hiin wiih defpilefalneU and tnrtare, ihat we 

* may know his mecknefi, and prove his pitirlice. I n as 
'CondemD hhn, with a Ihameful death ; for by hit own ftying 

■ he<hallbe refprOrd. Such things did they Imagine ^nd welt' 
' ilecdved for ihcir own \iickcdiuft hath Uiiidcd them.* 

\ •lt*ei,3''- 
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• of the Higheft." His pcrfon is accordingly . 
dcfcribcd in terms which fignify the higheft 
emineirce and dignity ; ' He is the brightneft 

* of the Father's glory, and the exprefs image * 
' of liis perfon.— He hdd'been in the form of 

* God.— In him the fullncfs of thi^ Godhead 
" dwelt,— and meh beheld in him the glory at 
' of the only begotten of the Father.' — Jcfus 
»Mb was declared to be the Son of man, and 
the Saviour of this world i and aa the Son of 
man, ' He came to miniflcr, and to give hit 
' life a ranfom fot many : to be touched with 
'■the feeling of o«r infirmities: to ha^e com- 

' padiOD on the ignorant, and thctn that are . 

• out of the way.' From thefc two different 
profpefts of his charaftcr, we are naturally 
led to look for fomctbing in the hiitory of 
his life, (hat Oiall, in each of thefe refpe£ts, 
diftinguifli him from the reft of the human 
race ; and be equally expreffive of his digni- 
ty and greatnefs, as the Son of God, and of 
lus goodnefs and compaJKon, as the Son oF 
man. — Agreeably to this, the hiftory of his 
Ufe prefents us with the view of a very Gngu- 
!ar propriety. — Majcfty and niercy, the moft 
refpeftable talents of power and wifdom, with 
the moft amiable exprcflions of mildiKfs and 
humanity, meet togedier with a wonderful 
aflemblage in the life of Jefus, and at once 
exhibit to our view what is moft fubUme and 
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beautiful in human manners,— By his wililoRi 
he perceived the fecret reccITes of the humae 
heart, »iid the uncertain and remote events of 
Providence. — By his power he fufpended, 
and controlled the laws of nature at his plea^ 
fure.— ^By his command the ftorms were calm* 
ed, the waters became folid as the earih, the 
deaf heard, the fict were healed, and the 
dead arofe. The heavens too were opened' to 
announce his glory, and the devils alloniihed 
' and afiraid, acknowledged him to be the Son 
of God. 

Amidft thefc extraordinary exprefiions of 
his greatnefs, he gave equal proofs of his hu- 
manity and goodncis. His power and wifdom 
were employed, not in railing ufeiefs admira- 
tion and furprife, far lefs in raifing terror and 
aflonifhment; but in doing the moft amiable 
and ufeful offices of mercy. To blefs mankind 
was the fole ambition of his life, and the migh- 
ty talents with which he was endowed, were 
employed only as the inftniments by which he 
gratified the generous ambition. Had he 
markt his charafler only by the exertions of 
his power and wifdom, he might have ihown 
himfelf to be the Son of God ; but would not 
have, equally, fhown himlclf to be the Soa 
of man, and Saviour of the world. To the 
dignity and grandeur of the firft, he there- 
fore add£d the humanity and n^ldnefs of th« 
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ftcond cbtirafter; and (torn bis firft appear- 
ance on the public ftagc, to the Uft moment 
of bis life, bis hiftoiy contains iuch a fcries of 
Events as equally' difcovers the dignity anc} 
greatnefs of tbe S6ti of God, and tbe geatle? 
nefsaqd mercy of tbe Son of man. 
' Reflefting furtbcr on the life of Jcfuii 
Chrifl, we are.ftruck with another expreffioa 
of its linguiar propriety. Jefus is declared tO' 
bave come < immediately from God, vith a 
com miilioD from him ' To fave this world 

* when it was loft, I am come, fays be, .• a 
'■ light into the world, that whofocver believ- 
'- eth on me, fhould not abide in darknefs. — 
■ I have not Tpoken of myfelf, but the Father 
' which fent me, he gave me a commandment 
'what I Ihould fay, and what I fhould Tpcak.' 

* And I know that his commandmem is life 
'' everiafting.' — Coming i|i this manner, and 
vmh this delign from God, nothing could ap-' 
pear to him of much importance in this 

' world, but the faithful and fucccfsfiil execu- 
tion of the commilBon which was given him 
' by his Father, All the other tranfaftions, ia 
which the reft of mankind arc embarked with 
£0 much eagernefs and zeal, behoved to leem* 
in his eye, extremely frivolous and infignifi- 
fant. From the whole hiftory of his life, it 
Coo^k ■ 
* JohnaU,4*.^— 
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acconlinglj appears, that no objcA upon 
earth afie^ed htm, but ih« ignorance, the 
wkfeetjocls, and mif^rks of men ; that no in- 
xeteA ox projcA attra^d hi$ regard, but the 
iDtiru£lion and falvation of imniorial fouls. 
The pui'fuits of opulence and faine, of powct ' 
and fenfual pleafure, were treated by him with 
a total inattention and indiffeience. He fpoke 
of theci, with that qontempt, and of tho^- 
who were leduced by a &lfc idea of tb^r im- 
portasce, v'ith that conunllerMion, which be- 
came the mcOenger of Cod, * "Who was not- 

* from beneath, but from abo«e.' Oo the fub- 
ie& of his commiffioD, he addreOed the world 
with an aScfliou and folemnity, that markt- 
the fpirit of his character aod office, in a very 
d ftidgui&ed manner.— >' Oae thing is ^eed- 
' i'ul, aod there is a betiev part which ibaU IK' 
' ver be taken fropi you. — Wbac fliaU it pro-* 

* fit a man, if he gain the ^hole worM, xad- 
' lofe his fouU or what thaU a «ian give in ex- 
' change for hi| foul.-^Lay not Bp foj- yo»r- 

* fclves trca(w:<:s upon ea«h, viheit sioth ainl^ 

* rufi corru^, and thieves Imeak through tod 
' fteal ; but lay up fw yowfelve?, treatvfes. »a 
' heaven, where moth and mft corrupt not, 
' and where tbkves do ?ot breab through nor 

* ftcal. — 'Seek pot what y« fliall caS. or what. 

* yt fliall drink ; for after all thefe things do 
' the Gentiles fcekj— -but fcck fitft the king- 
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* don. aod riighteoufDefs of God. — Labour 

* oot fot- the meat that perHheth, but for that 
' which cndurech to everlafting life, which 
' the SjMi of qaan will give onto you. O }e- 
' rufaiem, Jerusalem,-:— how often would t 
' haTc gathered thy children together, even 
' as a ben gatheretb her chickens ui>dcr her 
' wings, and ye would not !' — Thefe aOfe^i- 
onaie and folemn admonitionfi, were ^en hf 
him who had come immediately from Cod, to 
enlighten and fve the fouls of men, with a 
^17 fingular propriety. 

- In the lad place, when we reficA upcui the 
tuftory of Jcfus, we cannot but obferve wiilj 
what a graceful dignity and eafe, he deliver- 
ed hit inftm^ions to the world. It was not 
by a gradual and elaborate reiearch, in the 
manner and ftile of a pbilofopher, but ft^m 
a. luUnefs of grace and truth within him(elf^ 
and which he had derived inunediately from 
God, From thence, with perfeA eafe, and by- 
immediate intuition, he tranfcribed that per< 
fpA fyftem of religions wifdom which he 
taught the world. Hei)ce too proceeded that 
fiuniliar acquaintance with the great truths of 
pod, which appear; in the whole of his tn- 
ftru^ons. He fpoke of the meafures and iu- 
tcnttoBS of the providence of God, of the fi- 
tuatioQ of mankind as the fubje^ of his king- 
doskt o£ the future judgment, ot the ftateof 
— ^- H 4 
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angels, and departed fouls, and of his own de"' 
pami're irom this world to the Father; with' 
a calmnqfs and tranquillity, with a freedom' 
aad familiarity, which could oot have ap-' 
peared but in him who ' Spake the words of 
' God, and teftified what he himielf had feeq ' 
' and heard.' 
■ From the whole of thefe reflexions, one is 
naturally led to put the queftion to hUnfclf, ' 
Whence had the Evangelifts this extraordinar 
ry hJftory ? They were illiterate and artlcfe 
men, taken from the low and fervile offices of 
life. They had neither the advantages of a li- 
beral education, nor had learned the policy 
and wifdom of the world. 'Whence, then, had 
they their idea, of the character and life of 
Jefus Chrift ; in which they have exhibited a 
model of confununate excellence ? and whence 
thofe inftruftions they put into his mouthr 
which contain fuch an admirable fyllem of 
religious wifdom ? They muft have had them, 
either from fome extraordinary difcernmenc 
and wifdom of their own, (of which however,. 
DO one will eafily believe they were polTefle^O 
or, they recorded only ' What their eyes had ■ 
'feen, and their ears had heard of the word 
' of life." 

"What adds to our furprife in this inquiry 
is, that the view which the EvangeliUs have 
given of the character of Jefus, is entirely- 
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lofmed Upbn a fimple narrative of (a€ts. In 
the molt artlefs manner, they record the doc» 
irmes which he taught, the affli^lions which 
he fuffcred, and the mcafures of his conduft, 
leaving us to judge from thence, of his real 
charaAer. A more accurate and extenfivc in- 
genuity is requiUte, to trace the conduft of & 
wife and virtuous man, in the detail of lift 
and manners, than to give a general undiftin^ 
guiOiing defcription of his charafter. If it 
then furpafied the skill of thofe illiterate and 
iu-tlefs men to exhibit from their own iaventi- 
OR, luch a pattern of confummate excetlcncs 
and wifdom; much more, doubtlefs, it fur* 
paffed their skill, to draw it forth and fupporl 
it, with an uniform propriety, in the detail of 
a life, full of aftion and variety. 

What chiefly adds to our liirprife in thia 
enquiry is, that thcfc writers of the gofpel 
have given us the hiAory of the moll extraor- 
dinary petfon that ever appeared among man-; 
kind ; whofc life, had it been a ££tion, could 
not have been filled with a proper feries of 
ferments and manners, without a very lin- 
gular degire of ingenuity. — Jefus was the 
mefTenger and Son of God. He had come in- 
to this world, with a fpecial commiffion froia 
his Father, to enlighten and redeem the fouls 
of men, by the Wifdoinof his inftruftions, the 
piu'hy; oi liit maoQcrs, and by the voluntary 
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£Lcri&ce and rcfignation of his life. He ha4 
therefore a very difficult and fiiblimc [»j-t af^ 
figned him ; and to perform it with becoming 
juilncfs and propriety, a very tingnUr degree 
ofwildom, dignity and goodnefs, was requir- 
ed. But every candid reader of tbe gofpel wdt 
perceive, that his deporiiocm was in all re- 
fpe^, worthy of his high and facrcd cbanw^ 
tcr. 

Hence the qucftioo muft return withdaubl^ 
Ibrcc ; Whence had thofe igporant aed fim{^ 
SDCD, (fof fimpte and ignorant they wcrei e'es 
they were tnftru£^ed t^ their maftcr) whcoce 
bad they the wifdom and ability, to fill up the 
life of fuch an cxinwrdinary perfoo, wich 4 
^ies of ioftrwAicins, feotimeala and maniikera, 
equal in every inftaocx, to the (Ugnity of hiq 
charaAer? The queftson that was {nK by the 
Jcw5 concerning Jefus, wat a very pertinent 
aod jKf^r oae, had the^ aiteoded to the pro? 
per anfwcr, ' Whence has this maa this wif^ 
t dcHO, baying never IcamedilctCcrsf' The 
<^efti4Hi m»j be put with the fan*' propriety, 
Whence bad the writers c^ the gofpel ||m 
wifdom requilUe to give the wftrid tboJcr 
recorcls, which they have left, of the doC'; 
fnocs and traafaAioos. of the Son of God ! 

Kor ovght it to be forgot in this en^iry, 
that Judea was at ttuE time' fuiik into the 
^arkeft fupcrftuiaa; and tjie Jcwifli people 
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ihemoft ftupid, uadifceroiag people osdcr 
beaiCD. h appear t,- Irom iku period of tlwix 
biftcwy, thai tbeir Uarac4 Kiibbis, as well' as 
fbc convmon peopk, were groisly ignorant of 
true religion ; aad in place of it, had fubfticut- 
•d a muhitode of tnfignificiint and ufelcfa 
rites. Yet theli fimplc writers of the gofpel, 
have g'fveq Tucb ideas of religton, and foch a 
fyftem of naorahty, as confeffcdly furpafs^ noe 
4dIj the be& inftrs^ions which were given by 
the aaeioBt plulofopherE, but thofe which 
were gWeo by the JewiAi kgiflaior. The taw^ 
of Motes, or at Leaft, the exidicaiioos of thenH 
Tbicb were at that time it} the bighefi cre^ 
4n4 authority, were with g.reM propriety and 
viiHooti, * correAed by the tnilruAkxu whkh 
thiey piu iato the mouth of Jefm Chrifl. — Ta 
^[^jwfe aU tbU CO be the work of their own 
uoagioBtion and c^trivaRce, w irvly to Ibp* 
pole, a thwft far mere isarvclletts. than tbs 
cxtra«*di(MTj fafts. which they have recorded 
in the hiftocy ai Jefus. 
. UpoQ tb» whole review which has been a-; 
ke%of the. Ufe <tf Jefus Chrift. and the fpirit 
and fteli^ of hi* rcUgiaOjt <nay we not cm-.- 
liluide,, that a wife and good maa wiil be very 
. <:autiout of cmbarkiDg ia die caniv of ioBdcUr 
tji, c» attempting, to diiBifii&raco» regard £oif 
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the rcfpcftablc founder of the Chriftian feith ; 
much more of treating him with fuch inde- 
cent and contemptuous abufe, as in anjr other 
cafe, every man of fenfe and candour would 
condemn with indignation. — Can a man calm- 
ly read the records of the gofpel, as be docs 
any other ancient record, and not feel the 
ftrongeft indignation againft the leaders of 
the Jewi(h nation, for that fpiteful and injur 
rious abufe, with which they treated him i 
Can he mifs to fee, from the wifdom and im- 
portance of the defines which he taughc, 
from the difintcreficd and incelTant labours of 
his life to promote the happinefs of all aronnd 
him ; and from the modcfty, benignity and 
mecknefs of his whole deportment, that he 
merited a very different reception and re- 
gard ? — That his being publickly traduced as 
a devil, and a deceiver of the people ; the 
A-iend of tinners ; a blafphemer, and the ene- 
my of God, proceeded from the deepcft pre- 
judice and malice ?- — And, is tkat contcmpm- 
eus abufe, with which his character and reli- 
gion have been treated, by fome of his op^- 
nents in later times, any more to be excuAd ? 
It would be abfurd to fay that every man u 
bound implicitly to believe the religion of hit 
country ; otberwife the greater part of manT 
kind would be bound to believe the mofl pal- . 
pable abfurditics. But if the public bitb be 
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.fubfervient to the intercfts of true religion; 
■ .if our countrymen and friends derive the 
ftrength and fecurity of their virtue, and the 
comfort of their lives, from the retigiout 
faith in which they have been bred ; can 2 
-man, with innocence, employ his wit and 
learning to difcredit its authority, and bring 
it into contempt i — Philofophical and curious 
enquirers, may, it is polBble, differ in their 
judgments about the degree of evidence which 
.is offered for the truth of the gofpel hiftory. 
But does any man affirm that the religion of 
.the gofpel, as it is taught and cxemplihed by 
Clirift himfelf, has not the moll' powerful 
tendency to promote the virtue and happinefs 
of men : or that ChriHians may not, by its in- 
fluence, arrive to a height of purity and hap- 
pinefs, which it would have been difficult, or 
impoffible, for them to attain upon any other 
iyftem of religion upon earth ? — In every na- 
tion where the Chriftian religion has been re* 
ccived, and tolerably underllood, it has pro- 
duced the mod deltrable effefts. In our own 
nation in particular, can any one doubt, that 
there have been in former times, and arc at 
prefent, great multitudes, who draw frbm the 
doctrines of the gofpel, and the example of 
its founder, the highefl improvement and 
cotaifbrt of their lives; and whofe virtue, ufc- 
fulnefs, and happioefs, would be much im 
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paired, ^fitre they to be dcpHved of the know- 
ledge and faith of Jefus Chrift ! — ^Would (hen 
a good man raAly, and wkbont any caufe 
that he can jullilyy ftrivc to difpolcfs them of 
this knowledge *od belief .'—Nay, whatever 
difficulties may be filppofcd to accmnpany the 
proofs which are offered of the truth of the 
gofpel hiftory ; yet it is not ealy to lee how the 
good man and the lover of maaUnd can re&aia 
Arom wilfaing that it was liipponed by the clear- 
eft evidence; and ituit the inSbenceofthofein- 
ftrudlions, and of that exAfnple which it ex- 
hibits to the world, was dtdFufed over all the 
eanht ■ Nor do I think, a good man can ever 
doubt of his being approved by God, and hap^ 
py under his adminiftration, in all the future 
periods of his being, by endeavouring after a 
conformity to the inftruAions and example of 
Jcfts Chrift J although he were to fuppofc 
himfelf in a miftakc about the fadh which arc 
recorded in the hiftory of his life. 
■ Granting that the arguments offered in de- 
fence of the gofpel hiftory (fince it has been 
made the fubjcA of a critical deliate) were as 
extenfive and intricate a thing, and as much 
beyond the underilanding and capacity of the 
far greater part of mankind, asacertain inge- 
nious * pbilofopber coateada ; yet in this re* 
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Ipefl, tbey Hand upon the fame footing with 
ths arguments offered io defence of the truths 
of naturd religioa, againft the objections by 
which ihcy have been oppofed. Tis only a 
few retired and fpctrulative men, who have 
leifurc to examine, and capacity to underftand 
them. The reft of mankind'evcr did, and e- 
ver mUft, embrace religious truths, either by 
ibme immediate perception of their evidence 
and certainty, whenever they become the ob- 
ject of their thought ; or as things which they 
have learned from education and example. In 
this way, the knowledge of religion, and the 
tnoft interefting cuacerns of human life, have 
hitherto proceeded -, and the virtue, and hap- 
pioefs bfmen have been prcferved : and upon 
the fame footing they will probably proceed 
to the end of the world. 

The objcftion therefore which is made by 
this philofoi^ier againft the authority of the 
Ghriftian revelation, appears to be but frivo- 
lous. It cannot, he thinks, be deemed a reve- 
lation of the will of God to every man, and in 
which the general interefls of mankind are 
concerned, becaufe it is impoffible for them' to 
examine and difcufs the evidence which is of- 
fered in lupport of it.-— Bufadmitting this to 
be the cafe, was it a thing unworthy of the 
wifdom and benignity of ProvidetKC, to re- 
nal a r^em of religious and moral truth of 
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the highefl moment and utility,, by a tn;0C9- 
ger from heaven, whofe authority bchoyed to 
be perceived upon the plaincft evidence, (^ 
every man to whom he was made Itnowfl athij 
£rll appearance in this world ; and which n^a^ 
ftill be afcertained, in the ftrongeft manner^ 
hj the curious and inquifitive, in fpite ,of c- 
very objeftion by which it is oppofed : apd 
being thus promulged, to leave its propagati- 
on and reception in the world to proceed in 
the fame manner in which other important 
branches of knowledge, which dire£t the con- 
duct and affairs of men, are propagated apd 
received. 

There appears to be as little weight in an- 
other objcftion which he makes agalnd th.e 
authority of the Chriflian revelation, viz, that 
it cannot be fuppofcd, that God would make, 
the virtue and happinefs of mankind, even of 
one individual of the human race, depend up-, 
on the knowledge of a fa£t, which happened 
in a diftant period, and obfcure corner of the , 
world; which has not yet been made knowa. 
to many of the human race ; and the know- 
ledge of which among Chriftians, is entirelj', 
owing to fomc accidents, whereof they them- , 
felves had no direftioo. — It ought to be con-, 
lldcred that men's virtue and happinefs. m 
various rcfpefts, depend upon the like uncer- 
tainty, iuid arife from, many diffeceof ac^^ir , 
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dents, vhich are entirely oat of thei^ poXrer; 
whether wc fuppofe that God has given a re- 
velatioD of his will or not. In a great mcalure, 
men owe their religious knowledge and belief; 
together with the happinels which fliall pro- 
ceed from thence, in any future period of 
their being, to the circumftances of the age, 
country, and place of the world in which 
they live; to the education and czamplei 
which they meet with ; and various other ac- 
cidents, no way depending on themfelves.— 
Many of the human race, from the unfortu* 
nate influence of their fitiiation, have been de- 
barred from every kind of intelleflual and re- 
ligious improvement, and kept in a degree of 
darknefs and ftupidity, very little fuperior to 
the brutal ftate.-ir-But is the knowledge of the 
truths of natural religion to be thought un- 
neceflaiy to the happinefs'of men, or do we 
reckon it injuflice in the Deity to make their 
happinefs depend on thofe improvements 
which arife from the knowledge and belief of 
them, becaufe the^ circumftances of many of 
the human race render it impofiible for them 
to attain this knowledge and belief; or, at 
lead, to give that attenttop to religious truths 
.which is requifitc to produce their proper in- 
fluence ! The obftru^ons which arife Jrom 
origioal mcannefs and ftupidity, from the ne- 
f:c£ty of coji&uit labour in the fervile o$ce;i 
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of life, from the want of education, or from 
bad education, £rom vicious example, and o* 
ther circomftancei, ai effcAually prevent their 
knowledge of fome of the moft important 
truthi of natural religion t a> the manner iO' 
which the Chriftian reli^oo va> rcveatcdti 
preveata iu being publilhed and made knowfl 
to alV mankind. To affirm therefore that th* 
Chriftian reveUtiwi cannot be from God, be* 
caufe it is not equally promulgcd, and made 
equally certain and perfpicuous lo every manv 
li in eSeft, not only to oppofe the credit o£ 
that revelation, but the credit alfo and impor- 
tance of natural religion i and to arraign the 
juAice of the providence of God, bccaufe he 
has not given -equal power and of^rtunity to 
every man, to attain the knowledge and be^ 
Uef ofit. 

Nor will it be found a fufficicnt obje^oa 
* egainft the jufticc of this remark, that the 
great truths of natural religion have an id^ 
trinAc evidence, that is obvious to men of e^ 
very undcrftanding and capacity; which (it 
may be thought,) cannot be affirmed of the 
Chriftian revelation.—- ]>t the truthi of n» 
tural religion be fuppofed ever fo felf*evideM 
and obvious, they will not hovrever be pciv 
ceived, till they are attended to, and made the 
Ctbjeft of deliberate and fenous thought! and 
U is owing to cduc«iOB or csun^, m <• 
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ftme oihor exwrDal circHmftaacs, tlut, with 
maay of ths Mloun race, they are «v«r mside 
the ofajcA of their attention and regard 1 
whenCd, for want of 1c»rc luch fawtfurabia 
«irciimftai)cc, great imaiberi ofmsnldadfccin 
•» live and die, ia total ignorance; even oS 
•kefe felf-evideot aod obvious tmthi. Men's 
attaining therefore to the knowledge of nun- 
jral religtoB. feenad to be owing to euernaj 
•ccident*, m wetl at tbeir aUuolng to tho 
knowledge of the Chriftiafi revelation.-^ 
- May it not be fiurly concluded from the 
whole of this review, that a £ood man, and 
the friend of mankind, e'ro-he veattire to op' 
pole the crcdk and authority of the Cbriftiaa 
revelation, will previoudy employ the moft 
feiious precautions in his power, — be care- 
fiA to exclude every rafli or wanton preju- 
dice, that may iafenlibly miflead his judg- 
tnent; — be affiired upon the ftrongcft cvi* 
dence, that the hiftory of Jefus Chrift is not 
only a^bnlous impofture, but hurtful to the 
' sirtne and hapjuncfs of men -.-—and that he 
has withal, fomething better, and to which 
the world will pay an equal fubmiffion and 
tcgard, to put into its place ? — Would a man 
of real good nature aad benevolence other- 
wUe, endeavour to deprive his friends of that 
knowte^^ sod perfii^on, to wluch they can 
afluK him, they priacip^y owe the uieEul* 
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nels, and virtue, and comfort of their lives r 
The ChriftiaD, were we to Aippofe him ia 
fwnc doubt about the divine authority of the 
Cfariftian revclatiod ; yet confcious to htmfelf 
that he is the wifer, the better and the hap- ' 
pier man, 1^ his knowledge of the gofpel, and 
attachment to its author, might with great 
propriety reply to the perfon who b employ- 
ed in this ungenerous and hurtful manner, is 
Cicero makes Cato addrefs his friends on the 
fubjcA of a foture immo^ta^ty, 
■ ' Quod C in hoc erro, quod animos homi- 
' nom immortales eile crcdam, libenter erro J 
* nee mihi htinc errorem quo dcleftor, dum 

■ ' vivo extorqueri volo.' De Sencft. 
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A P P E N , D IX.. 

CoBtfiining an account 1^ the. motives ott tuifct, 
the Jeraiijb council and the Roman govemort ia 
Judea proceedtd in condemning Jejut to ke cru- 
cified. 

IF Jeliis was 2 perfoa of fuch di(lioguiihe4 
excellence and ufefulnefs as he is defcrib- ' 
ed in the hiftoi^ of the gofpel, it m^ appear 
unaccouatable and furprifing bow he came 
to incur (be averiloa and hatred of his coun- 
fiymen to fiich an extraor^inairy degree ; how 
it happened that the fupreme council of Je- 
rufalem, with the approbation of the popu- 
lace, and the concurrence of the Roman go- 
Tcraors, condemned him to be crucified as aa 
impious and hateful criminal. This deferves 
our particular attention and enquiry, as here* 
bjr we may attain a more complete knowledge 
of the charaAcr of Jefus Chrift, and the de- 
fign of his religion. 

■ Jcfu? was condemned in three different 
courts. — He was firft condemned In the coun- 
cil of Jenifalem : — their fentence was con- 
finned by Pontius Pilate, at that time eover- 
por in Judea: — and being fent by PiUte to 
be tried by Herod governor in Galilee, He- 
rod and his council reje^d and defpiied hiiq. 
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The views and motives on which each oF 
them proceeded, appear to have beco diffe-' 
rent; according to their different and pecu- 
Uar chsraAen, aod the difiercK lights ia' 
which they were thereby led to cobTmLcf the 
pretenfioBi and choraAer of JefiM. 

ifi. The high priefts, and raters of the 
Jews, cfpcci^y the Pharifees, whofc influ- 
«ace at that time predominated in the Jewilli 
couDcil, were extremely Aiperftltious. They 
ol^cryed with a peculiar fcverity, the out- 
ward forms and ceremoniei of the law. whilft 
they made but fmall actount of the moral and 
eternal rules of juftice, equity and mercy, 
wkicb Jcfui called the weightier matters o# 
the Uw, Nay to luch a pitch of luperfiitioo 
did they carry this external precifenefs and 
fbrm^ty, that a great variety of rites were 
invented by themfclves, or admitted by tradl- 
tkm of the elders. Thefe were honoured and 
<d>ferved with more exaflnefs and feverity, 
than the moft importuit laws Of God. * * They 
* taught for doArines the commandments of 
' men, and by their traditions, tranfgreOed 
' the commandments of God.' By means of 
this ceremonial exaflnefs and (everity, they 
had tlie appearance of extraordinary fanAily) 
vrere in high credit and authority among the 
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cre<iuloiu and undifccrning multitude; antjl 
{Welled with an iininodcratc conceit of their 
ovro religious importance, and of the itfc 
rence that vas due to their fupcrior merit 
4nd capacity. Hence thej were difpoled to 
«jtertain a peculiar jealoufy of every one, 
who, by giving a different and juftcr view of 
the nature and dcQgn of true religipn, might 
endanger their authority and influence among 
the people of Jerufalem. Thofe, in a man 
efpccial manner, who, as teachcri of religion, 
;ittemptcd to reduce it to a fimpler form, 
though nearer to the plan of reafon, and the 
cxprefs cominand of God, were furc of being 
the objcA of their implacable averfion and re> 
yengc. That this wa$ their peculiar cbaraAcr, 
Aifficient^ appears from the bifllory of Uie 
gofpel: and from hence it was that they con- 
ceived fuch a violent and implacable enmity 
^gainft Jefus, — It wag one great defign of the 
^oArine which he taught, to reduce religion 
4nd the worihip of im heavenly Father to a, 
Ampler form, than what had been direfled by 
,thc laws of Mofet, and confequen^ly to ft 
much fimpler form than what had bee%' 
taught by the prcfcot rulers of the Jewiflx 
church. Jelut'placed the foul and fubftaaca 
of religion, in the fpiritual and virtuous dif« 
poGtioni of the heart of aaa, ^nd 'yx the ^rqr 
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per" influence of thcfc upon the cooduA of^ 
Bis life ; in the cxercife of * judgment, mercy- 
*'and the love of God,' which he called the 
* weightier matters of the law.' This doftrioe 
Jefus taught, not only asof itfelf tbemoft^a-- 
t^onal and ufcfiil fyftem, but 25 a doftrinC 
which he had au immediate commiiJlon from 
God to deliver to mankind ; and in proof of 
this commililon wrought many glorious figns 
and wonders in the prefcnce of the people,^- 
H'dd this doflrine and authority fucceeded at 
Jerufalem, it was eafy for the chief priefts 
and rulers to forefee, that their beloved fu- 
perllition. would very foon fall into difufe, 
and bedefpifed; that the reputation of their 
wifdom and fuperior difcemmeni, would be 
loft'; and alongft with thefc, the infiuence 
they' had obtained upon the confcience and 
religion of the populace ; an influence which 
in the higheft manner gratifies the ambition 
and pride of man,' From hence proceeded 
their inveterate enmity to Jefus ; and ftimu- 
lated by this enmity and hatred, they con- ' 
dcmned him, as a blafphemer, to be crucified. 
IHicjr fuperftition, their vanity, and their love 
of power, which appear to have been the 
£hief ingredients in their character, were all 
C4jually ofiended by the doftrine and authori- 
ty of Jeliis. ift, Their fuperftition and ex-v 
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ttant attachirienf 16 external forms, was hurt 
bjr lus Mithority. * Hence it was, thai one of 
the witndles whom the judges had fuboraed', 
^AtneSed againfl him, as a crime, that he had 
laid, (he temple of Jerufalem fhould be de- 
ftroyed : f and hence, the crime which Ste^ 
p4icn, the '£rft martyr that fuffered in the 
caufe of Chriftianity, was accufed of, was 
this, tbitt he had faid, that JeAis vould de- 
ftroy the temple, and change the cuftoms 
which Mofes had deK»ercd. — adly, Their va- - 
nity and pride was equally offended, f Hence 
they deemed it an opprobrious thing, that a 
Nazarene, the fon bf a carpenter, and a per^ 
fon undiflinguiflied cither by his birth or edu- 
cation, Oiould feeni to equal them in wlfdom', 
and afliime the office of a teacher' of religi- 
, ODr^jdly, In fine, their love of power and 
'populirlty, *as offended and provoked : 
hence -their confultation together in the 
council; $ 'What do we; for this man doth 
'* many miracles ; if we let him thus alone, aQ 

• irien will believe on him,' Hence the reSexi- 
on of the Pharifees, among ihemfeWes, when 
they otiferved the growing reputation of his 
miMcles; *• ' Perceive ye how ye prevail 

* nothing? behold the world is gone after 

•MiMKvi«i. t*'*"'-"— JM»t.»uJ.M.— 
I ]i^ I), 47-— ** Jolw *)^ **• 
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* hitat' and hence it wu that Filuc koeir, 

* tbM ibe chief priell* had ' delivered hingt 

* for envy.' — ^Thm, Jefu» wa» condemned hj, 
the council and the people of Jcruralem ; and 
£ell a fiicrifica to ecclefiallical ainbiuoD, t jraa- 
oy and fupepftition, 

adly. Let i» next conlider hy what inotir^ 
PUate vas induced to ratiiy the fentencc of 
the Jewilh council. FiUte was a mat of a ve- 
ry difiercDt character, and proceeded agaioft 
Jefm oq a Tcry different principle. He ww 
full of the wifdom of this wor}d, ariAil, io,- 
tercAed and ambitioua : aod difpofcd to far 
crificc the moll facred tie* of confcieoce to 
ihe eodt of his ambition. 7rom the hiftory 
.of the gofpel it appear*, that a icnfe of equi- 
ty and jvftice, was not totally extinguilhed in 
Jai» confcicDcc. Fercelviog the inaoceoce of 
Jefui. and the envy of the Jew*, . he becama 
fX^cfdingly foUidtom to acquit him of the 
fuibr of which, he faw, he waa cahunoioufl^ 
.Mctded t and by feveral expedient^ , attempt- 
4d to pcrfiiade the Jews to coofent to hit re> 
leaf*. , When he waa at length prenuled up- 
«a, by their obftmate importunity, to rati^ 
ih* ftntcnce of the council of Jcrufalem ; he 
M the.rame time pahlicUy declaied hit opioi- 
cm of Jefus' innocence; remooflEated a^in^ 
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tSeinjqQice of putting him to death; and'bjr 
a iilly artifice aitempted to devolve the ioiqui* 
«y ofhis blood upon the Jcwi. 
** NcverthelcfB, though Pilate was convinced 
of Jefus' ianoccnce, and of the iniquity of 
putting him to death, and had publickly de< 
clared his judgment of die cafe ; he wai at 
length induced to condemn him to be crncU 
Bed: and from' the narrative which fe givcit 
of this matter, the motive of hit conduA fuf- 
£cicntiy appears. It wai the wifdom of this 
world. It was to ferve the ends of his ambit^ 
en, and to promote his interefted and politi- 
cal defigns. He was told by the nilers of the 
Jews, that Jcfus was an enemy to the power 
of the Eomah Emperor ; that his do<£trine and 
pretenfioDs tended to undermine or weaken 
liis authority,, and that the fa£cty of the ftaie 
' required, that a check Ihould be given to hif 
ireafonidile doftiine and defigm-, that, in fine, 
'^be could not be Caefal-'s fnend, if he refnfod 
' to give the fanQion of bii authority to the 
' ilentcnce of the Jewifh council, which had 
'condemned him to be crucified, Pilate liften- 
ed to this artful and political remonftrance of 
' the Jews. Though he perceived thdr aitiflee 
and envy, yet being apprehenfivc of hh hits* 
' nft with €asfar; (which he knew to be fai 

« Hit. «wiL M. 
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danger from his mal-adminiftration,) if m 
fpite of all their eamefiacrs and importunity, 
he fliould ftill rcfufc to comply with th^r re- 
qneft, at length gave fentence that Jefus 
Ihould hf crucified. That this vas the motivv 
of his condufl appears abundantly from the 
whole narnuioiT, irhich is given of this mat- 
ter in the gofpel, and particularly from the ac- 
count given by St. John, * ' That upon the 
' council's rcmonftrating to Pilate, that if he 
' let Jefus go, he could not be reckoned Cac- 
' far's friend ; Pilate inftantly defifted from 
' his former oppofliion, vrent into the judg' ' 
' ment-hall, and judicially ratified their fen- 
' tence, that be fliould be crucified.'— Thus 
Jefus was condemned by the wifdom of this 
world, and his life was made a facrifice to the 
jnterefts of political ambition, avarice and 
pride. 

^dly, Let us lafHy confider the treatment 
which Jefus met with from Herod, who was 
at that time governor in Galilee. Pilate had 
reniittcd hint to Herod's court, in order to. 
get rid of the infamous and hateful task of 
condemning him to death, a&er he had pu- 
blickly announced his innocence. When he 
appeared before Herod and his council,' he 
Jfas treated in a very different manner. He? 
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rod and the officers of his am^, who arc cal- 
led ' his men of war,' did not thint his cafe 
dcferved a deliberate and folemn trial: they 
treated him however, in a manaer thai wai 
jnuch more painful and fevere, to an honeft ' 
.and ingenuous mind. They, put upon him all 
poffible marks of ia&my and fcom, as a per- 
£oa that was below the notice of a folemn 
xouncil; and good for nothing, but to be ex" 
pofed as an objcA of the public dcrifion and 
contempt', Herod and his men of war, fays 
the £vangclill, " ' Set him at nought, aAd 

* pocked him, and arrayed him in a gorge* 

* ous robe, and fern him again to Pilate.' 

What might be the caufe of this contempt 
tuous abufe i-^We have rcafon to believe, it 
proceeded from an iofolcnt. and atheifUcal 
.contempt of the piety and purity of Jefus' 
life ; and of the heavenly and holy doftrine 
which he taught ; which they reprefented to 
.themfelves, as the confequence of ignorance 
and folly. We find, from the experience of 
the world, that men of loofe, abandoned 
litriuciples, are exceedingly difpofed to treat 
that fimplicity and purity of manners, which 
is prefcribed by the laws of true religion, in 
this contemptuous and fcornful manner, Mrit^ 
a view to give themfelves the gieater boldaefi 

• LvkM tM. ti. ' 
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and tronqtaillity in wkkcdnefi, and tlie lir of^ 
itiperior wifdam and dilccrnmcDt ; tlie^ lap. 
bour,- Dot. aa\j to difprove the principlci o£ 
true religioa, but, if poiGUc, to turn tLcm in-' 
to ridicule and fcorn, aa the ioggcftions of a' 
crcduloua and deluded fancy. That this irai<' 
the chsira^tcr of Herod and Mi men of wai) ' 
and the caufe of their dcrilion of the Son ofi 
God, is extremely probidde from the acca«Bt' 
which is given us of Herod'a life, in the re- 
cords of the gofpcL This Herod waa the per* 
ion, of whom ire nre informed, * that be In* 
ed in a crinunal corre^ndcnce With Hcro- 
4ias, his brother's wife, while bis brother wa& 
alive I who imi^ifoncd John ibe Baplift, bc- 
caufc he had reprovKl him for this wicked*- 
Dels, and pot him afterwards so death, to gnt>' 
tiff Herodiaa' debaadiery and rcTengc. From 
this feries of wickcdneia, we may conchidc, 
that he was a man totally anrapicd and »> 
bandoned in his morab ; anddtfpofed to treat. 
tfl^ion and the pnrity of life whifh h rc«> 
quires, as an objeA of contempt: and hisof^ 
ficcrs, or men of war, we may with great pra^' 
batnUty prefiiroe, were per&oa of the fiune 
character and principlci. 
. AgrecaUe to this ram of charaAer, wa* 
&c treatinent wluch they jjave the bkfled J4>> 

• MMkvi.i;.-— 
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fill, when he cams before dtcm. His calm, 
Jubmiffive fileoce io' ihe preftfoco of their 
Gooncil ( {for we are told, * ' That vhea He* 
'rod queftiooed him in many things, he aD<> 
* fwcrcd him nothing,*) the fimfriicity and 
rBcekncft of his manners; the indifference 
which hs difcovered about the judgment of 
the irorld, and the fafcty of bi> life; toge> 
ther with what had been reported of his holy 
doArine, and retirements from the world, 
wid of his affiduous and zealous labours to 
pi^pagate reli^n, and reform the lives of 
mm; all this we may believe, appeared to 
them, to be the confeqaeuce of ignorance^ 
of folly, or faoatlcift^ : and that he himfclfi 
though a harmleft, was a weak, contemptibls 
cnthufiaft. Though they deemed it therefore, 
u improper, or nnneceflary thing, to makfi 
A folemn judicial trial of his cafe; yet th^ 
immediately judged him to be a proper ob* 
jeft of their fcom, and ptittlng all the marits 
of infamy upon him, that their fancies could 
devife, fent him back to PiUte, Thus Jelua 
was fet at nought by Herod and his council. 
Prompted and feduced by their profligsM and 
licentious principles, his innocent and bolf 
life was regarded by th«m u the objeA ol 
tiuit fcom. 
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. The account which has been given' of tiae 
views and motives upon which the fevcral par- 
ties, who were concenied in Jefiu' death, pro- 
ceeded in condetnniog him, may fcrve tir 
throw an additional light upon his charaAcTi 
and the dc£gn of his religion. There was the 
ftrongeft oppo&iea between his cha^a£tei^ 
- and . deiigns, and ihofe of the perfons byi 
whom he was condemned ; and it was tlusop- 
poiitioD which produced his. condemnatioOi 
JeAis Uught, and was himfdf an eminent ex^ 
ample, of that rational and uleful piety, which 
.lies, not in the oblervance. of external and 
myJlerious forms, but in the praAice of the 
moral and eternal virtues of a holy life: in 
the cxercife of juftice, faithfulnefi, mercy and. 
the love of God. In the council, therefore, 
of the Jews, hb innocent and holy life wa* 
facrificed to the demands of an iofolcnt and 
.haughty fiiperftition, and the diAates of ec- 
clcliaftical fcverity, jealoufy and rage. — Jeius^ 
Jikewilc taught, and was an eminent example, 
.of a diiinterefted indifference about all the 
ambitious projefts of this world. He placed ' 
the excellence and happinefi of man, in the 
piety and virtue of his life, and in that peace 
of mind, and confidence tn God, wluch na-^ 
lively refnit firom them. To thefe, he Uught 
his friends, all the outward inlerefts and pro- 
je£U of the world £Eioiild fut»mt. WhcD there- 



